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Rev. Al an Best

Dear Friends,

HappyA2&i versary!

I am writing this on 15 October, 2011, exactly 25 year
Congregational Fell owship. A |l ot has happened during the
website, those who have been involved in this worl dwid
experience. Evangelical Congregationalism is alive and w
Some readers may not be aware of how the World Evangel.
have taken the following paragraphs from our website (ad
The history of theaWoed d EwangeWadrclad Evangel i cal Il
Congregational Feldoonwgsrheigpatg coensa | b akE&kl | ows hi p, and t hle
to the 35th Annuafli rMeettihmrgeeofarthel es oE€ONITSENCloGstlitut
Conservative Cwenrger egait i beaal During the next year,
Christian Conferende (COQGCE, t WSAPN OfFr dnh a h NVEPGFe s iwdesn
which conv4énAdgwstc2o MPI83t, e d by corrjlespondence and
in St. Paul , Mi nnepmrtavedT hebyAn mhel Conservative
Meeting t ook on Qongiegarnababna&hriBafitdPalconfer encle
flavour wi t h vi siitrortshef roomt Adss6ratesa, the Fell owshijp o
Great Britain and:orOg_hrueugkatiod)_naﬂhé:hurg Ielg_ysarlrh Australlla,
Federated States oadndMi theneBviangel i cla |l owshi p of
Congregational Chjrches i n Gr eat
The formation of Braint ai nt erTnhaet i ®maid|i Mg c eodfoninae ws | et t elr s,
evangelical Congr evgiastiitosn a la rmlo h tah wp'naxstoral
proposed and t he parcthiamigpa htes wegmeddche CCCC and t
to meet together F@CyéaurrtHearterstn‘e)rrgi\“heneed”three""imlﬂes
further di scussi ome.t wher etalre slea theord,i lea't
the'8Bnual Meeting of the CCCC, Report from Slidelh, B
whi ch conve2nedluony|241 98 4as deci ded t hrough
i n We n ham, Massazohuseestptondenace t hat t he i naugur al
second meeting wassembel gy ofvi the WECHKI nwotithled TWwienkhl glib@|| of
participants fromimheEng$AaABA WHtttrdableira,, 1986
Brazil, Great BriThenpurmamas eo bsfer tvie meeting 0
from Micronesi a. t 6 nswaist ud ec itdheed WHE ,appeIeBd”ygiafyl s,
form an internati admredlerfméInleowshhd p c ¢ ontbrey t-he t



meeting and enjoy rich felelxpeshiemcien "€kt i swsharpuhdAHC®e
Wor d. " Throughout the proomddgds cohfurfcdir mi mge ntamete WECF 181 8,
there was a wonder ful senseepfeSGondt a3t iprveoevi demoe . edVblen as
the idea of such a fell owsWwbpshupf accoendc liund eld9 8WBi, t h t as e@ane
to come to several hearts WEtCFonk ad Ibneeh96 @ ul ¥ hec @n shtaidt |
been an attempt to form acnommethermdatitenglouErangel i cal
Congregational Uni on. A Constitution had even been
dr awn up, whi ch | ater ser8iendcest hae rienfaaurgaurcad fmerett hegs,
WECF Constitution, but thebdeéemi hg!l dwas nnavtendieghti.n Atthe h&a
stage, the EFCC and the FCREr azaisl well989ads sSSeywdereagyl, NSHAETr A
founding members of t he WBMaF,sadihdisebt sexUSA. (T@OBY) Yy Ca
years |l ater, the timing waglOOght & dst,heAlIWEeCIFt avasCéoada
The feeling of those presedteabantdhé200digurlazli cassemiBlhy r i
Engl and was that this was da Jgathepoin@theararh hdedttibnagns M ¢
pl annedi Gowknhad "gathered"beentibgldhen Vealbona@rad, Bul ga!
new fellowship of evangeliLéaboConBoegagalonabept embferom
around the worl d. Meeting wild/l be heRd SeptAeamib e
2013.
Participants in the inaugur al assembly meetings were:
t he Fell owship of CongregdtAidamdled Chuomhebe WHEGE rvadh sai,t €
t he Uni on of Evangelical Rewgr €giatf ondl ChChiusrtcehnesse ngf US A
Brazil, t he Evangelical Fell owship of Congregational
Churches, Great Britain, Dear Cohmigerdat i btmal WBIhFH obne gafn v
Il reland, the Union of Conggegtttodal t©hutrhcohsees, whPor twagal |
and t he Conservative Cosnagmes gaft i wmarh arCehrdstsitlilanpl ayi ng
Conference, USA. Al of t lsenos emahayd t phri envgisa u stl hye voout eesdt i tom
become part of the WECF. The gien D& héut g richuopns diadl gbso rur
voted to join but were notomtipmesenaed; t hdelatwer ehashep
United Churches of Christ 5% Weams &rhdiulk urMjec rwsnesslila)t, o
t he Congregational Uni on obw.New Zeal and, and t he
Evangel i cal Fell owship of Congregational Churches of
South Africa. Someti mes it can be much easi
ministry or organisation duri
The meetings began at Pil geioml|l édadat ¢ fnielalr e dU cwkiftiHhe ledn, tl raursei
Sussex. The Constitution awatserr éwnieewaed t iaanld trirn dd has
adjustments made. Attenti omorwea sdigfifviecnultto t®oi xnmaame¢eas nof h
ministry that are outlinedsuppdrteéerd emdyy g ftehweerConst it
as possible areami $ororcvopevang®o®ini sm
and church gr owt h, publicWwei bresj epeersbabl tlekxcWBEEGCHe was
theology and society. Thes®odharfears Hivies ep urnpcad suedse da nidn tthhaet
Constitution because it waso fadtf drhaHi si ngltohreym t here <cou
be realistic cooperation and an exchange of informati on
that would be to the benefitask yYybe member somsbygctcanbbds
The final meeting saw the election of the WECF's first
of ficBresident: Rev. Cli f fwirldl Qlnui stuppoen (KWS&SA)i;fe and
Vi Pe esi dent : Rev. Vander | i Carreiro (Brazil);
Secretary: Rev. Len Kingstavml ( Awstur adadnas)i;d eTrr elaswo mirng Rav
Edwar d S. Guest ( Eatg b a9 d) Cordye nebgeartsi on al Worl d so we <ca
Dani el Calado (Portugal), vwRreat. QGwadl ciosl ndoCmiges n( yoelrane) |
and Dr. Graeme Smith (USA).
Will you pray for our worl dwi d
Wor ship was an i mportant part of each day and a
wonder ful spirit of unity wWad|ldegmansturpgptoed iamp paelall ss efsosri o
Brothers and sisters i n Chr omt ourr oome mbrea sr?d the worl d
prayed and sang together in their own | anguage as they
wor shi pped the Lord. Will you consider-Tartmemadidngr i e
Meetings?
The i naugur al session of the Assembly was hel d on
Saturday 18 October, at Welft myosit ébrel ©magpetlo imnd ooaflom.ur
Attention centred on the fawtromadricsalilry theenameéd®thé¢ diien
new organisation as represthmeé af oueseyrwmtleaob wmwembeed eas
country focused on the wordtHewog.l d." Rev. Len Kingston
spoke on what it means to be "Evangelical," Rev. Edward
Guest spoke on what it me &Yrouur soi bheCHrCiomtgr egati onal , "
and Rev. Clifford Christen#aknanspBeke on what it means to
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The first five days of Sehftteenbea tweadei ta ohamePorft urgiucehs e
bl essing as fourteen WECF e mmeanypeed s a f memo Bablgar ima,ni sig
Brazil, Engl and, USA and lAiushaml aad jioti e demiitrhontsheiTha
Portuguese brothers-Tamdn Meddvemg, f WHEEC& MindBSahs sapok&l edrnt er s
and Sunday worship in the fQoonngrChgraitsito nian thel Hreahoees midrf dSu f
Li spbPoani o #nBest e de Sor. il am with youo inOmaté agacom
message was foll owed by rep
The warmth of the hospitaliftey | @mwd hfirppisendl i ness of our ho
was appreciated by al | . They pl anned a wonder f ul
schedul e that ensured we e®mpetihencneod ntimeg Iloff eSwmdaywor &
of their churches. Taylborrglljangr eacheski €Cwihtghegati o
Chur ch, also pastored by Rev.

The Meeting commenced withreastfedfl owbdédi pveirmeadovi $ihteor s
overseas visitors at thePontkRotdcd wSomr e THRwervsdabavi d Sa
September. The following da&ynbawe akingli,)a gadir mauach egd ratt ther €
|l greja Evang®l| i caaPaCoon grigrgeassCobowe@dlh pastored by Rev. Vander

by Rev. Dani el Calado. An afternoon meeting provided an
informal opportunity for cAfurteh ll emadkRryrstheAcgmaagmewvihsi BE
aspects of l eader ship and DenSoQoragre goante oana b P ¢tcratrnep sghe e S a
ministry. This meeting setThi powasiaeveoynpendstraltdiec recd
our time in Portugal. Saunders as they had spent mal

past ministering to young peop

That evening, Rev. Al an Best, WECF President,
(Aust)yabipake at the openinghaeéer wiveaniomg, t ugpbinhleoo®Re vr.et Da m
6God speaks to His Churdiel baat evs WEGR a®lpBbleg)drpraeached
reminds us that we are His trheepirseboént athi vaensd Re v . E nPgeltaenrd
preached®aato Charech.
On Saturday, 3 Septembekrgr ¢ejh® Meeting moved to
Evang®l ica CohgmsdoacaisanRledl hley weat her was perfect on ou
Paul o Nunes. During the mouni hgstsestsdéoh, usReovn aMisk @ ht se
Pl ant , WECF ESedjaentddmy i neds ¢ i deh e@rmeavaraiosA t he s ttuoown ngf
wi t h t he L ettittelres, from Chrissntrtae tAllel wMehe week had bee
Ever ywhieHee 6commands us anddeaeyuapswaisshaored rich fell ows
move out of our Thomf avrats 7 carmdlowerd opgd Godds <creation in
reports from WECF member f elolumwslyisp d.e.

Rev. Andrew Leach,bdtel.E)yPgltkad.T aBdUBRAy (Morsed u(cy Beal e
and Rev. PEnhgil)aBalatl £i de ttPlaé oclPurels. at
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The wel comi nBaii otdélrvimagh of Al an delivering the op
withT#Mirth theme banner with translator, RO

Rev. Dani el Calado and his grandson

Entrancéi sdhtuhre h Rev. Andrew Leach repo
wor k of tlhke) EFCC (

n



Wonder ful hospitality Rev. Mi ke Plant bringinglLité&komessa

CAO ASSISTENCIA SOCIAL EVANGELICA
LAR EVANGELICO

This Nursing Home facility is operate@hby dear | ady shar
Li stComgregational Church paintings with us

Rocha Eterna

Rocha eterna, meu Jesus,
Quero em Ti me refugiar.
Teu sangue, la na cruz,
Derramado em meu lugar,
Pode a mim Senhor, valer,
Do pecado proteger.

The truth of ARock of AgesoRevws tlheesisagePePreésiaderft edft )t Vé c
in every language Evangelical Congregational Church
wor k there; Rev. Paul o Nunes

p



Rev. David Saunders sharing about the work Rev MaBapuy ,Jomes a
Rev. Paul o Nunes, transl ating

Rev. Paul o Nunes, his wife,RE€visVanderl i Carreiro reporting
and two of their sons

OQut si dPeontthee c¢duBach Commemorating one hu
years of faithful

c



Rev. David Saunders preaching althe campsite neRanttehede hSuarch af
Ponte de Sor

Joyce and Davi#d vSanugn drearnsy rheappy Rev. Dani el Il gnatov preaching a
memories of summer camps past

( Our two patient -and cz¢
Pedro Silva and Paul
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Before

was an opportunity for a

friendships and make new

Uni on of Evangel i cal Con
Bul garia (UECC).

One exciting initiative
churcShofiiims the remodel |
c hur c h QGafa &nd Chastian Book Store.\Work was
going ahead and it was planned to open in September.
Downstairs there is a room that will cater specifically for
the needs of young children through to teenagers,
supplying them with age appropriate Christian books.
The aim of this venture is to impact the community by
providing good Christian literature in a friendly
atmosphere, thereby creating opportunities for
discussion. The church leaders see this as a vital ministry
and a thought-provoking way of sharing the Gospel.

Another venture that continues at the central church is
the daily provision of lunches for 70 people. Every
Monday to Friday at noon the recipients bring containers
to collect their meals. The church employs a cook and
there is a roster of church ladies (three per day) who
volunteer to help her prepare the meals. Lunches are
also delivered to those who are elderly and infirm and
unable to collect them from the church. This practical
expression of 6l unchti me
need, but demonstrates the love of Christ in a tangible
way.

th Sa{hernt?g%? oné o?‘thegenmmﬁeg ace
ng

att esfcirmg Melea i Migd i nAnBtleer dumeach lactivity thag the church promotes is
qdly cckn gv i Bri d f e s0s iBounl agl asréi amet eot i rnegns
fissues &r&l Show,i dnd follbwing R vikwing &f tigef

ehévie, Ithetel i® AR bpporfardiy foCdks&uss CHtidtian
attitudes and values and a Christian worldview. While we

were at the church, a crowd of young professionals were
at the

of "t op nhext to the

Even though the visit to Bulgaria was short, Rev. Daniel
Ignatov took us to Dupnitsa to see the thriving church in
that place. It celebrated
year and is busy with a building project to improve
facilities.

We also visited the church at Bobob do/which started 14
years ago with six people. God has blessed them and
added to their numbers. Bobob dolis a centre for brown
coal and electricity production - a town of miners. After
completing their 10 year contract, most miners move
back to their home towns, therefore the population is
transient.

Pastor Nikoli Jordanov, who pastors the church at Bobob
dol and Rev Blagovest Nikolov (from Sofid minister at
the local prison every Friday afternoon. While this is a
challenging ministry, there are some prisoners who are
open to hearing the Gospel and Nikoli and Blagovest are

o' wi Illné) to a'gs?st with otﬂer Xeed?vﬁw&nppﬁsonérg]a?es €

released.

The

centraSofcihaurch in

t

t h

en

0 S



The fa-ade of the Caf®Thadinterior work of the Caf® and Bo
Christian Book Store the time of out visit

' ANEACKA Chbgp,
LT
CNYXEHWA:

CPAAA - 17.00 u.
. HEQENA - 10.00 w 17.00 4.

Part of the small kitchen where 70 meaPasstaorre Noirkeoplar eldo redaacnho
Monday to Friday c hur cBobabtdol

The ¢ huwrucpmiats a As the church caretaker, this |l ady t
t hRupnicthsua c h
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Af ter our visit to Bul garPias,t o we Vasspee nAz mtammoee andadyeoeuri nR

Macedonia. Once again we wkkresabhg to besiatbl eritendyp eardd
share in the |ife and wor kt hod ctihtey WENQFo ufgahmitlhye itrh eeryee.s . We
arrived | ate on a Saturday evening and | ooked forward t
wal king to the Skemtoeajloicnh uiWe hwednrsochyi epd t he hospitality 0
with friends the next morn{Drga.chevaond his wife, over a |

had been |l ovingly prepared at
As al ways, the bonds of Cehurlinsitniaatne dl oivne ab nradccehteiluneg caart dwt |

focussed our worship as wé&ashog Talget hé&ul i jRerwva \Adlaenv s k .
Best, WECF President, brought tthlee crhaugsxage .andt whe tyea u nagn dm
from the <church. Peter and N

That evening we were once magashr p)] esanald haoveshambai lned
the Romany Sheutvkiag®, 0 W0 Ro nparneyp alriev e hiemm f or this wor k. B
Shut kamaki ng it t he |l argegyteaRoBably e s@thde@elmeadburisne and
Europe, of whom 95% are oMustlhirne.e Maeaedondfanhj s Bachel
Al bani ans and Tuwrhkudmak isrog Piiteaa® npray for them as they
area, that on occasions, cdhrbaaveort iovirc tthensi dns.es; t h
as they seek ministry opportur
The church service is always a Ilively and enthusiastic
occasion when the musi ci anTsh &rnac hseivog Rashsvergight aespmsibilitids Hoe i r
traditional, Romany Chri st thed missiongsttion Odutteacdds hath &Kuafoys i s

recognise so many faces f rSpepmkderagdVAeshitoba P¥stos Tale aind &lBefl Tolye €
them steadfastly growing ii§tthd thréisthtionSdach wéek. THisfs quitedalfekt;as Al an

was again privileged to Dbr {hd@osdsthi€ ovél & Fodr hfay by public transport.
Pleased pray for safety as they travel and for the funds

The next morning, we Visigg F’eadnE/ £b§|ablé tS&\%Ftﬁe%d%tb&thus‘{rével this

dynamic Romany group and wer e hare in he

! ' fe and _wor K ‘?f the chu rA?s in Bu?garla ourr] t|me \r/vas tog short LfJut as al(\e/vayso{
aimed at i mpacting tShetkdadlerc {mb I!1
. wasawonder I Iessmg tos acie with our brothers and
in the day we enjoyeakopiigthht seei ar

sisters in Mace onia.

ns

Pastor Vase Azmanov reading theSkScpjieptures in the

M



Julijana and Nikola heading up the nwdiig atnema mtabrhiehleeeveot i n
central Skodpjeh,

Al an preaching atSkdpe ecentral churchThe musi cShtuetakma a't
with translator Pavle Kostadinov

Al an preaching at ®Shaetwanhanyr acnhsulractho ri,n Sightseeing with frie
Ni kol a (Dfrraacrhcelvioe ¢ h)
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Everything the tourist browbusbspswythbouwtr tihre sthe dutoyt heef

Il reland is true. At every dmpeni dln jbogsr avad tihnerreen eswian g
opportunity with an abundamMbdoofs Ceawstsi fwel rpelcaocnense cpt aecdk ewd
into this relatively small hiisl amd.e who we had first met

Ball ynahinch we renewed fello

Our short time in NortherrmElbBirel &ndtwass spehd wet hadal §i
enjoying the | ate summer daegasl,anbduti nc c2WNOt4di nagh dhdawemamyg ai n

Congregational churches weWevowldebe | @&lslseedt of oseepemd tir
photograph, as well as attewme@&innggsesrevrivciecse,onwh édre omwe ahnad
only Sunday we had in the madentreyl & ométed Abbots
Cross Congregational Church in Newtownabbey (about a
15 minute drive from Bel f alshe tihmr eteh ed anycssr nwien gs paecmd ii m tNhoe

evening, the Ballynahinch Comgnmtgatibaerali mMPlbutamcei mfanbe
area of beauti ful countr ysfidlel oiwis hCGgpunt ty h &wiwndleidh k s eva slnigde
privilege to attend both Chegeegetrivimealsi samd to join i

Col eraine Congregational

(830 G /r'/('é/'r///'/ly Loy,
| 175 years of Gospel Witness in Coleraine -
“We Preach Ghrist Crucifted”

Larne Congregational
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JESUS SAID YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN_ 1/

WELCOME TO

CHRIST CHURCH
(CONGREGATIONAL)
ABBOTS CROSS

Abbots Cross Congregational Churdwhitehead Congregation

Singing during the service at AbbotssBuobasCongregati onal

El sie Crothers (far left) and Trevor Crothessdef 8altiyghh) nwal €
their home for fellowship after the serviC@hrurch



