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Dear Friends, 
 
Happy 25

th
 Anniversary!  

 
I am writing this on 15 October, 2011, exactly 25 years since the Inaugural Meeting of the World Evangelical 
Congregational Fellowship. A lot has happened during these years and as we read in the History page of our WECF 
website, those who have been involved in this worldwide fellowship have found it to be a rich and blessed 
experience. Evangelical Congregationalism is alive and well in many parts of the world. To God be the glory! 
 
Some readers may not be aware of how the World Evangelical Congregational Fellowship came into being, so I 
have taken the following paragraphs from our website (adapted for this article). 

The history of the World Evangelical 
Congregational Fellowship goes back 
to the 35th Annual Meeting of the 
Conservative Congregational 
Christian Conference (CCCC, USA) 
which convened on 2-4 August, 1983, 
in St. Paul, Minnesota. The Annual 
Meeting took on an international 
flavour with visitors from Australia, 
Great Britain and Chuuk of the 
Federated States of Micronesia.  
 
The formation of an international 
evangelical Congregational union was 
proposed and the participants agreed 
to meet together a year later for 
further discussions. A year later, at 
the 36

th
 Annual Meeting of the CCCC, 

which convened on 24-26 July, 1984, 
in Wenham, Massachusetts, a 
second meeting was held with 
participants from the USA, Australia, 
Brazil, Great Britain, and observers 
from Micronesia. It was decided to 
form an international fellowship to be 

called the World Evangelical 
Congregational Fellowship, and the 
first three articles of its Constitution 
were written. During the next year, 
the Constitution of the WECF was 
completed by correspondence and 
approved by The Conservative 
Congregational Christian Conference 
in the United States, the Fellowship of 
Congregational Churches in Australia, 
and the Evangelical Fellowship of 
Congregational Churches in Great 
Britain. The sharing of newsletters, 
visits and a six-month pastoral 
exchange between the CCCC and the 
FCC further strengthened the ties 
between these bodies.  
 
It was decided through 
correspondence that the inaugural 
assembly of the WECF would be held 
in England on 15-18 October, 1986. 
The purpose of the meeting was "to 
constitute the WECF, elect officers, 
determine the country for the next 
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meeting and enjoy rich fellowship in Christ around His 
Word." Throughout the process of forming the WECF 
there was a wonderful sense of God's providence. When 
the idea of such a fellowship surfaced in 1983, it seemed 
to come to several hearts at once. In 1966, there had 
been an attempt to form an International Evangelical 
Congregational Union. A Constitution had even been 
drawn up, which later served as a reference for the 
WECF Constitution, but the timing was not right. At that 
stage, the EFCC and the FCC, as well as several other 
founding members of the WECF, did not exist. Twenty 
years later, the timing was right and the WECF was born. 
The feeling of those present at the inaugural assembly in 
England was that this was a "gathering" rather than a 
planned event ï God had "gathered" us together into a 
new fellowship of evangelical Congregationalists from 
around the world.  
 
Participants in the inaugural assembly meetings were: 
the Fellowship of Congregational Churches, Australia, 
the Union of Evangelical Congregational Churches of 
Brazil, the Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational 
Churches, Great Britain, the Congregational Union of 
Ireland, the Union of Congregational Churches, Portugal, 
and the Conservative Congregational Christian 
Conference, USA. All of these had previously voted to 
become part of the WECF. Three other groups had also 
voted to join but were not represented; they were the 
United Churches of Christ of Moen, Chuuk (Micronesia), 
the Congregational Union of New Zealand, and the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational Churches of 
South Africa.  
 
The meetings began at Pilgrim Hall, near Uckfield, in 
Sussex. The Constitution was reviewed and minor 
adjustments made. Attention was given to six areas of 
ministry that are outlined in Article 10 of the Constitution 
as possible areas for cooperation - missions, evangelism 
and church growth, publications, personal exchange, 
theology and society. These areas were included in the 
Constitution because it was felt that in them there could 
be realistic cooperation and an exchange of information 
that would be to the benefit of the members associations. 
The final meeting saw the election of the WECF's first 
officers - President: Rev. Clifford Christensen (USA); 
Vice-President: Rev. Vanderli Carreiro (Brazil); 
Secretary: Rev. Len Kingston (Australia); Treasurer: Rev. 
Edward S. Guest (England); Members-at-large: Rev. 
Daniel Calado (Portugal), Rev. Malcolm Coles (Ireland) 
and Dr. Graeme Smith (USA).  
 
Worship was an important part of each day and a 
wonderful spirit of unity was demonstrated in all sessions. 
Brothers and sisters in Christ from around the world 
prayed and sang together in their own language as they 
worshipped the Lord.  
 
The inaugural session of the Assembly was held on 
Saturday 18 October, at Westminster Chapel in London. 
Attention centred on the four words in the name of the 
new organisation as representatives from each member 
country focused on the word "world." Rev. Len Kingston 
spoke on what it means to be "Evangelical," Rev. Edward 
Guest spoke on what it means to be "Congregational," 
and Rev. Clifford Christensen spoke on what it means to 

experience "Fellowship." A covenant, patterned after an 
old church covenant of 1818, was then signed by 
representatives from each association. The day of 
worship concluded with a Communion Service. The 
WECF had been duly constituted and officially 
commenced its journey.  
 
Since the inaugural meetings, Triennial Meetings have 
been held in Mendes in the State of Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil (1989), Sydney, NSW, Australia (1992), Braintree, 
Massachusetts, USA (1995), Cape Town, South Africa 
(1998), Olds, Alberta, Canada (2001), Auckland, New 
Zealand (2004), Leicestershire, England (2007) and Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil (2010). Mid-Term Meetings have also 
been held in Velingrad, Bulgaria (September, 2008) and 
Lisbon, Portugal (September, 2011). The Tenth Triennial 
Meeting will be held in Australia on 23-27 September, 
2013.  
 
(Adapted from the WECF website; based on an article by 
Rev. Clifford Christensen, USA)  
  
Dear friends, the WECF began well and we owe a debt of 
gratitude to those who were involved in that process, 
some of whom are still playing an important role. But like 
so many things, the question is not only ñhow did you 
begin?ò but ñhow did you run the race?ò Our race 
continues and the baton has passed on during the past 
25 years and I urge us all to ensure that we do not drop it 
now.  
 
Sometimes it can be much easier to be involved in a 
ministry or organisation during its early stages when 
people are filled with enthusiasm and energy ï but later, 
after the initial thrill has diminished somewhat, it can be 
more difficult to maintain the work, and the workers and 
supporters may be fewer.  
 
We believe that the WECF was brought into being by 
God for His purposes and that He has much more for us 
to do for His glory.  
 
I ask you to seriously consider the following questions:   
 
Will you support the life and ministry of the WECF?  
 
Will you consider becoming a óroving reporterô for Our 
Congregational World so we can all be encouraged by 
what God is doing in your fellowship?  
 
Will you pray for our worldwide fellowships?  
 
Will you support appeals for assistance when they come 
from our members?  
  
Will you consider attending future Mid-Term and Triennial 
Meetings?  
 
If you belong to one of our member fellowships, you 
automatically have a vested interest in the WECF ï enjoy 
the journey with us and please donôt leave the work to 
others.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
Alan Best 
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The first five days of September were a time of rich 
blessing as fourteen WECF members from Bulgaria, 
Brazil, England, USA and Australia joined with their 
Portuguese brothers and sisters for a Mid-Term Meeting 
and Sunday worship in the Congregational Churches of 
Lisbon, Paio Pires and Ponte de Sor.  
 
The warmth of the hospitality and friendliness of our hosts 
was appreciated by all. They planned a wonderful 
schedule that ensured we experienced the life and work 
of their churches.  
 
The Meeting commenced with a fellowship time for the 
overseas visitors at their hotel on Thursday, 1 
September. The following day, we visited our first church, 
Igreja Evang®lica Congregacional at Paio Pires, pastored 
by Rev. Daniel Calado. An afternoon meeting provided an 
informal opportunity for church leaders to share various 
aspects of leadership and encourage one another in 
ministry. This meeting set a positive tone for the rest of 
our time in Portugal. 
 
That evening, Rev. Alan Best, WECF President, 
(Australia) spoke at the opening service on the theme: 
óGod speaks to His Church: Letters from Christô ï He 
reminds us that we are His representatives.  
 
On Saturday, 3 September, the Meeting moved to Igreja 
Evang®lica Congregacional, Lisbon, pastored by Rev. 
Paulo Nunes. During the morning session, Rev. Mike 
Plant, WECF Secretary, (England) continued the theme, 
with the title, óLetters from Christ to All Men 
Everywhereô ï He commands us and equips us to 
move out of our comfort zone. This was followed by 
reports from WECF member fellowships.  
 

After a traditional Portuguese lunch, the overseas visitors 
enjoyed a memorable mini sightseeing tour around 
Lisbon and itôs environs. That evening, Rev. A. Barry 
Jones, WECF Ambassador, (USA) spoke on óLetters 
from Christ in the Face of Sufferingô ï He reminds us, 
ñI am with youò in all circumstances. Once again, the 
message was followed by reports from member 
fellowships.  
 
On the morning of Sunday, 4 September, Rev. Peter 
Taylor (England) preached at the Seixal Congregational 
Church, also pastored by Rev. Paulo Nunes, while the 
rest of the overseas visitors travelled for two hours to 
Ponte de Sor, where Rev. David Saunders, WECF 
Ambassador, (England) preached at the Congregational 
Church pastored by Rev. Vanderli Carreiro.  
 
After lunch, the group visited the Acampamento B²blico 
Do Sor (Congregational campsite near Ponte de Sor). 
This was a very nostalgic occasion for David and Joyce 
Saunders as they had spent many summers there in the 
past ministering to young people and families. 
 
That evening, upon our return to Lisbon, Rev. Daniel 
Ignatov, WECF Member-at-Large, (Bulgaria) preached at 
the Lisbon Church and Rev. Peter Beale (England) 
preached at the Paio Pires Church.  
 
The weather was perfect on our final day in Portugal as 
our hosts took us on a sightseeing tour of the picturesque 
seaside town of Cascais and the stunning old-town of 
Sintra. As the whole week had been, it was a wonderful 
day as we shared rich fellowship with the WECF family 
and enjoyed Godôs creation in the beautiful Portuguese 
countryside.   

Rev. Andrew Leach, Rev. Peter Taylor (both England), Rev. Barry Jones (USA), Mrs Lucy Beale                         

and Rev. Peter Beale (England) outside the church at Paio Pires.  
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The welcoming interior of  Paio Pires church  

with Mid-Term theme banner 

Alan delivering the opening address 

with translator, Rosa 

Interior lighting at Paio Pires church Rev. Daniel Calado and his grandson after the opening meeting 

Entrance to the Lisbon church Rev. Andrew Leach reporting on the 

work of the EFCC (UK) 
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Wonderful hospitality  Rev. Mike Plant bringing the message on Saturday in Lisbon 

This Nursing Home facility is operated by  

Lisbon Congregational Church 

This dear lady shared her  

paintings with us 

The truth of ñRock of Agesò  is the same 

in every language  

Rev. Josias Pereira, (left) Vice-President of the Union of 

Evangelical Congregational Churches in Brazil, reporting on the 

work there; Rev. Paulo Nunes translating 
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Rev. David Saunders sharing about the work in Manipur, India 

Rev. Paulo Nunes, translating 

Rev. Barry Jones preaching 

Rev. Vanderli Carreiro reporting on the work in Portugal Rev. Paulo Nunes, his wife, Cristina,  

and two of their sons 

Outside the Ponte de Sor church  Commemorating one hundred 

years of faithful witness  
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Sacha and Daniel Ignatov (Bulgaria) Our two patient and careful drivers - 

Pedro Silva and Paulo Nunes 

Rev. David Saunders preaching at 

Ponte de Sor 

The campsite near the church at Ponte de Sor 

Rev. Daniel Ignatov preaching at our final service Joyce and David Saunders re-living many happy 

memories of summer camps past 
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Before attending the Mid-Term Meeting in Portugal, there 

was an opportunity for a quick visit to Bulgaria to renew 

friendships and make new friends within the life of the 

Union of Evangelical Congregational Churches of 

Bulgaria (UECC). 

 

One exciting initiative that has taken place at the central 

church in Sofia, is the remodelling of the shop next to the 

church into a Cafe and Christian Book Store. Work was 

going ahead and it was planned to open in September. 

Downstairs there is a room that will cater specifically for 

the needs of young children through to teenagers, 

supplying them with age appropriate Christian books. 

The aim of this venture is to impact the community by 

providing good Christian literature in a friendly 

atmosphere, thereby creating opportunities for 

discussion. The church leaders see this as a vital ministry 

and a thought -provoking way of sharing the Gospel. 

 

Another venture that continues at the central church is 

the daily provision of lunches for 70 people. Every 

Monday to Friday at noon the recipients bring containers 

to collect their meals. The church employs a cook and 

there is a roster of church ladies (three per day) who 

volunteer to help her prepare the meals. Lunches are 

also delivered to those who are elderly and infirm and 

unable to collect them from the church. This practical 

expression of ólunchtime love,ô not only helps those in 

need, but demonstrates the love of Christ in a tangible 

way. 

Another outreach activity that the church promotes is 

óyoung professionalsô meetings.ô Movies that raise social 

issues are shown, and following the viewing of the 

movie, there is an opportunity to discuss Christian 

attitudes and values and a Christian worldview. While we 

were at the church, a crowd of young professionals were 

gathering for one of these movies.  

 

Even though the visit to Bulgaria was short, Rev. Daniel 

Ignatov took us to Dupnitsa to see the thriving church in 

that place. It celebrated itôs tenth anniversary in July this 

year and is busy with a building project to improve  

facilities. 

 

We also visited the church at Bobob dol which started 14 

years ago with six people. God has blessed them and 

added to their numbers. Bobob dol is a centre for brown 

coal and electricity production - a town of miners. After 

completing their 10 year contract, most miners move 

back to their home towns, therefore the population is 

transient.  

 

Pastor Nikoli Jordanov, who pastors the church at Bobob 

dol and Rev Blagovest Nikolov (from Sofia) minister at 

the local prison every Friday afternoon. While this is a 

challenging ministry, there are some prisoners who are 

open to hearing the Gospel and Nikoli and Blagovest are 

also willing to assist with other needs when prisoners are 

released. 

 

The central church in Sofia 
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The fa­ade of the Caf® and  

Christian Book Store 

The interior work of the Caf® and Book Store was being completed at 

the time of out visit 

Part of the small kitchen where 70 meals are prepared each  

Monday to Friday 

Pastor Nikoli Jordanov outside the 

church at  Bobob dol  

The church at Dupnitsa As the church caretaker, this lady tends the garden in the grounds of 

the Dupnitsa church 
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After our visit to Bulgaria, we spent three days in 

Macedonia. Once again we were able to visit friends and 

share in the life and work of the WECF family there. We 

arrived late on a Saturday evening and looked forward to 

walking to the central church in Skopje to join in worship 

with friends the next morning. 

 

As always, the bonds of Christian love unite us and 

focussed our worship as we sang together. Rev. Alan 

Best, WECF President, brought the message.  

 

That evening we were once again blessed to share in 

the Romany service in Shutka. 45,000 Romany live in 

Shutka, making it the largest Romany settlement in 

Europe, of whom 95% are Muslim. Macedonians, 

Albanians and Turks also live in Shutka making it an 

area, that on occasions, can have ethnic tensions.  

 

The church service is always a lively and enthusiastic 

occasion when the musicians and singers present their 

traditional, Romany Christian songs. One of the joys is to 

recognise so many faces from previous visits and see 

them steadfastly growing in their Christian walk. Alan 

was again privileged to bring the message. 

 

The next morning, we visited the leadership of this 

dynamic Romany group and were able to share in the 

life and work of the church and hear of future plans 

aimed at impacting the local community in Shutka. Later 

in the day we enjoyed sightseeing around Skopje with 

Pastor Vase Azmanov and our Romany friends. What a 

blessing to be able to spend this time together and see 

the city through their eyes.  

 

We enjoyed the hospitality of Pastor Tale Talevski 

(Drachevo) and his wife, over a leisurely lunch, which 

had been lovingly prepared at their home. The afternoon 

culminated in a meeting at the Drachevo church with 

Pastor Tale, Julijana Velevska, Tony and Gocha (elders 

of the church) and Peter and Nikola - two young men 

from the church. Peter and Nikola have a heart for 

ministry, and have embarked on formal training to 

prepare them for this work. Both have completed a one 

year Bible School course and Peter has completed two 

of three years of his Bachelor degree in Theology. 

Please pray for them as they wait on Godôs calling and 

direction for their lives; that the way will be made clear 

as they seek ministry opportunities to serve Him. 

 

The Drachevo church has oversight responsibilities for 

three mission-station outreaches at Kumanovo, 

Svetinikole and Peshirovo. Pastor Tale and Elder Tony 

visit the three stations each week. This is quite a feat, as 

the closest is over an hour away by public transport. 

Pleased pray for safety as they travel and for the funds 

to be readily available to cover the costs of this travel.  

 

As in Bulgaria, our time was too short, but as always, it 

was a wonderful blessing to share with our brothers and 

sisters in Macedonia. 

Pastor Vase Azmanov reading the Scriptures in the central church in Skopje 
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Alan preaching at the central church, Skopje 

with translator Pavle Kostadinov  

The music team at Shutka 

Julijana and Nikola heading up the music team at the  

central church, Skopje 

Julijana at the meeting at Drachevo 

Alan preaching at the Romany church in Shutka with translator,  

Nikola (from the Drachevo church) 

Sightseeing with friends 
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Everything the tourist brochures say about the beauty of 

Ireland is true. At every turn in the road there is a photo 

opportunity with an abundance of beautiful places packed 

into this relatively small island. 

 

Our short time in Northern Ireland was spent not only 

enjoying the late summer days, but counting how many 

Congregational churches we would be able to see and 

photograph, as well as attending services on the one and 

only Sunday we had in the country. We visited Abbots 

Cross Congregational Church in Newtownabbey (about a 

15 minute drive from Belfast) in the morning and in the 

evening, the Ballynahinch Congregational Church, in an 

area of beautiful countryside in County Down. It was a 

privilege to attend both these services and to join in 

worship with our Irish brothers and sisters. One of the 

special joys was in renewing WECF friendships . At 

Abbots Cross we reconnected with Sidney Johnston and 

his wife who we had first met at Hothorpe Hall in 2007. At 

Ballynahinch we renewed fellowship with Trevor and 

Elsie Crothers, who we had first met in Auckland, New 

Zealand in 2004 and then again at Hothorpe Hall in 2007. 

We were blessed to spend time together after the 

evening service, where we had been welcomed and 

made feel at home. 

 

The three days we spent in Northern Ireland once again 

cemented the importance of belonging to a worldwide 

fellowship that links like-minded evangelical 

Congregationalists.  

Coleraine Congregational Church  

Larne Congregational Church  
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Abbots Cross Congregational Church Whitehead Congregational Church 

Singing during the service at Abbots Cross Lisburn Congregational Church 

Elsie Crothers (far left) and Trevor Crothers (far right) welcomed us into 

their home for fellowship after the service 

Inside Ballynahinch Congregational 

Church 


