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Rev. A. Barry Jones
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The WECF President sends warm greetings to all member fellowships.

At the time of writing, Barry is again ministering away from home, having visited Macedonia
then Bulgaria during September. (See attachment for an account of his ministry in Macedonia,
prepared by Julijana Velevska.)

He is also in the process of consulting with local leadership regarding a program of preaching
and teaching seminars in Micronesia and the Northern Marianas during January, 2010. Other
WECF members will join him there to participate in this ministry.

An ongoing project, in consultation with others, is the development of the daily program for

the WE C F 8"sTriennial Meeting in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in June, 2010. This promises to be

a wonderful time of challenge and inspiration aswe gat her ar oun docaGsided s W
the theme, Bowing before the Throne in Worship i Standing before Men in Witness.o

Those who participated in the 8" Triennial Meeting at Hothorpe Hall, England, and the mid-
term Meeting in Velingrad, Bulgaria, will testify to the opportunity for rich fellowship that these
occasions offer, with many strong friendships being forged between individuals and
fellowships. (see attached brochure from Barry for Meeting and Registration details)

Representatives from Bulgaria, England and the USA enjoying fellowship
during the mid-term WECF Meeting in Velingrad, September, 2008.



PHILIPPINES
CONGRATULATIONS

i Pr ai s 6abi@bSteffan, second son of Symphony John and Nina Castillo (NACC, Philippines) was born on
September 17, at 11.20 am, weighing a healthy 6.5 Ibs. He is much loved by his brother, Meego, and his doting
grandparents, Nannie and Awiti Castillo. Readers who attended the 8" Triennial WECF Meeting at Hothorpe Hall
will remember Symphony and Nina.

This message was sent around the world after the birth of Gabriel Steffan T We are in jubilation, praising God for
His care and goodness. We share with you our joy as well as our praises to our heavenly Father, our LORD and
Savior Jesus Christ and our faithful paraclete, the blessed Holy Spirit!

Let the beloved of the LORD rest secure in Him, for He shields him all day long, and the one the LORD loves
rests between His shoulders.
(Deuteronomy 33:12)

Gabriel Steffan

Gabriel with Dad and ) N

Meego Gabriel and his brother, Meego

Gabriel with Mum and
grandparents looking on

Gabriel with his loving family
Mum i Nina, Dad i Symphony John, Brother i Meego and 2
Grandparents i Nannie and Awit



FLOODED

The following article was received from NACC, Philippines in the wake of recent typhoon damage.
METRO MANILAandthesurroundi ng areas have been submerged due t ¢

The National Association of Congregational Churches (NACC) has received a flood of burdensome news from
its own mission-field. Here are some of them that have been gathered by our Executive Director, Symphony
John Castillo.

PLEASE PRAY for, and with us, about these items that have sadly swept our hearts:

1. Our church at a dumpsite community in Quezon City, Promise Land Christian Church, has 30 families
whose homes have been inundated. The church premises themselves experienced a minor landslide that
affected the parsonage. After taking care of the landslide, securing his own family members by transferring
them to the main church building and attending to the 30 families, Pastor Erlindo, in a telephone call to the

NACC Office, could only sigh in frustration,ands ay: fil tdés very exhausting!o

2. Pastor Jasper of Godb6s Loving Car e Chexpresse$s eoncerrferlaboatw® bhurph
families that live in two areas (Baytown and Exodus) that are near a river. The highways in this locality
(Angono) have been rendered muddy by the floods. Last Sunday (September 27), even Pastor Jasper
found it difficult to visit the homes of the members due to the road conditions.

3. The Agape Bible Christian Church in Quezon City and its daughter church in Caloocan City did not
suffer much except for one family (consisting of nine children and their parents) that lives in a low-lying
area in an urban poor community in Quezon City. This Opriasa family saw their very humble home get
submerged by a 12 foot-high flood. In our visit to this family, we saw that they were overwhelmed as they
salvaged what was left of their home.

The fAdamageo tchuhes sufferedsneeans avlack of income for most families due to the loss
of the daily wages they would have received from their jobs if the typhoons and floods had not disrupted
normal routines. This lack of earning opportunities is a reality in all affected churches.

4. Just weeks ago, a typhoon lashed the province of Zambales. Dam breaches, the flooding of rivers and the
destruction of roads and basic infrastructure were the results of this typhoon. For days, three towns were
inundated.

Ty phoon @ Opadsoy Zamialesttoo. Pastor Mak of Caring Congregational Christian Church is
alarmed as floods have set in again.

NACC was about to embark onfir ehabi |l itationd projects with our pa:
relief to 70 families more than two weeks ago. But, with these developments, this is to be put on hold as
other relief work might be more appropriate at this point.

Metro Manila churches had earlier been mobilized to collect donations of used clothing and rain coats from
their members. These were to be distributed to our Zambales brethren. Pastors from the Metro have now
found it necessary to distribute what they collected to their own suffering members.

5. DEATH. We have received the report of a tragic death. Gemma Rafanan, the wife and fervent ministry-
partner of our main outreach worker (Brother Jimmy) in Bulawen Congregational Christian Church,
Zambales, has died. After leading the church in worship singing last Sunday (27 September), and giving
the message atth e womendés f el | shewsab iughed tohthe thospitad $hat very afternoon. An
aneurysm was the cause and she passed away on Monday morning. She left behind her husband and
three young boys. Brother Jimmy has asked for financial help to provide a decent burial for his wife. The
funeral company has billed him P15,000 (US$315), while the hospital promissory note that they have to
meet amounts to P10,000 (US$210). The family has been financially depleted in partially paying the
hospital bills.

Jimmy shares the fear of his eldest son, Emmanuel, that he will not be able to continue with his

studies; Gemma was an enterprising mother who was able to contribute additional income.
Emmanual has expressed how much he will miss his mother, for she had been instrumental in

inspiring him to excel at school. Jimmy could only assure him by saying, i So n, dondt worry
your schooling. We will trust God. 0



The need to provide relief for our suffering church people has been echoed by most of our local pastors.
Government aid is limited. Only those who have been heavily affected are prioritized by national and local
agencies. Every family that lost its much-needed wages due to the cessation of work urgently needs to have the
basic necessities of life such as food and potable water.

Please uphold our country in your prayers. Another typhoon is due and several more are expected. The financial
burden brought by the death and burial of Gemma Rafanan needs urgent attention. We summon kind hearts and
willing hands to extend any financial help that will allow our Mission to uplift families in great need. Please,
kindly help us.

With great hope in our Great GOD,

ERNANI E iieNbanOh ASTI LL O
President, NACC

Symphony John Castillo has provided the following photographs showing the aftermath of the flooding.
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