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OPENING MEETING

Greetings 1 Rev. Danail Ignatov, Chairman UECC, Bulgaria

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Welcome and blessed be you who come to this
place in the name of the Lord!

As you know, last year in May, at the World
Evangelical Congregational Fellowship
Meeting at Hothorpe Hall, England, it was
suggested and agreed that a Mid-Term
Meeting would be held in Bulgaria.

This is an honour that we
Evangelical Christians highly value.

Bulgarian

Knowing that the Chief and Head of the
Church is the Lord Jesus Christ, and that every
nomination for service comes from Him, we will
say like the apostle Paul, iWe thank Jesus
Christ our Lord who has enabled us, for that
He counted us faithful, putting us into this
mi n i & Tinyl1!12)

We thank Rev. Barry Jones and each of you
who have come from near and far i for trusting
us and counting us faithful for this ministry.

We thank the Lord who gathered us, brothers
and sisters, with one soul, conducted by the
Holy Spirit, from so many geographical
locations worldwide, to share our common faith
and to share our love for one another.

In 344 AD, in the city of Serdica, which was the
Roman name of our present capital city, Sofia,
there was a mid-term council of the Church
bishops. It took place between the First and
Second Ecumenical Council (3257 381 AD) in
order to deal with the contradictions that arose
in the Church out of the Arian heresy. One of

the great fundamental Christian doctrines
prevailed at the Council, declaring the
undivided essence of the Son of God and the
Father. This is the reason we give glory to our
God in the unity of the Holy Trinity.

As we gather here
fundamental task in terms of doctrine, BUT we
have work to do together, which is vital for all
our churches. As believers who have found
their salvation and call in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and as members of His body, the
Church, we want our minds to be guided by the
grace of Gand 6us heall® to te at
the disposal of the Holy Spirit to make us
instruments of His constant reviving and
reforming action. We also want to find in
ourselves the reasons for the stagnation that
we sometimes see.

We want to encourage one another as we wait
and wor k
Power . 0

Therefore, the Board of the Union of
Evangelical Congregational Churches in
Bulgaria welcomes you to this meeting. We
thank the church in Velingrad and Rev.
Stephan Zarev for receiving us here with love
and joy.

| believe we will leave this place with a
renewed spirit, with the grace of a renewed
alliance with the Lord, with a better vision for
our service and with full confidence in His
power, which gives life!

May the good hand of the Lord guide us!

today,

f drThfeReDraiyv at f



DEVOTIONAL
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Rev. A. Barry Jones, WECF President

At the welcome gathering in Velingrad, the opening devotional was given by WECF President,

Rev. Barry Jones. His message was based on Ezekiel, chapter 37 which tells about the fValley of

Dry Bones.olt was designed to prepareus f or t he t he maRevival iMleedDayaofj es on i
Godds dvbiehevere to follow during the Conference.

Rev. Jones explained that the two essentials for Christian ministry are portrayed throughout the
book of Ezekiel. Chapter 37 opens with these two:

1) The Hand of God and

2) Visions of, or from, God.

Like Ezekiel we ar e s omet idmieoses minidtry. edd Lti &k ea Efz edkh eey sGwed dmu s t
command to PREACH to the dry bones. Ezekiel reminds us that all true preaching is an act of

faith, for only God can make the dead live and this is done by, and through, the preaching of His

Word.

So Ezekiel preached and the bones gained flesh. This made them look better, but they lacked the
basic element: LIFE. Like so many in our churches today i decent, respectable people are there,
but they lack the essential spiritual life that is given only by the Holy Spirit. God then instructed
Ezekiel to PRAY and to call upon the Holy Spirit of God (Ruach) that the bones may live, after
which Ezekiel no longer looked at the Valley of Bones, but looked to God in Heaven. He had
done all he could. Now the life giving results must come from God's Spirit. One kiss of the breath
of God and that which was dead became alive.

THAT IS THE ESSENCE OF REVIVAL.




BIBLE HOUR

Rev. Dr. Steve Gammon

Rev. Dr Steve Gammon, WECF Secretary-Treasurer, presented two Bible Hour messages that
not only provided good teaching, but also challenged each listener.

HEARTS THAT ARE READY FOR REVIVAL (Based on the book of Jonah)

Three things that God listens for in hearts that beat for revival:
1. Hearts that long for more of God
2. Hearts that long to obey God
3. Hearts that | ong for Godds Holiness

Three things we learn about the God who listens to our hearts:
1. God is so merciful
2. God is the initiator of revival
3. God chooses and calls people to be His representatives to declare His Word to people

God asks us three questions as He listens to our hearts:
1. Are you longing for more of me i more of my person, power, grace and presence in your
life?
2. Are you longing to obey me i to yield fully to my Lordship, going wherever | send you,
saying what | tell you, doing whatever | call you to do?
3. Are you |l onging for my Holiness? Has this brought
Have you brought words of regret but without a heart for surrender?

LIVING IN REVIVAL (Based on the ministry of Ezra)

1. Love God with your whole being
fiLove the Lord yuoheartaf@avith alwour $oul and Wwith yoar entire
mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.0Matthew 22:37-38

2. Love others with Godés | ove
(Jesus)yi My command is this: Love each other as | hav
one than this, than he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what |
command. I no Il onger call you servants, because a
business.Instead | have cal |odotnlg:21d4 fri ends €.

3. Make Disciples
(Jesus) i A luthorits in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And
surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.0Matthew 28:18-20



Prayerful Response Questions:
1. Do you love God with all your heart and soul and mind and strength? (or have you given
Him only a part of your heart?)
2. Do you sacrificially love the people God calls you to love? (or have you been more
focused on yourself?)
3. Haveyouheard the Lordés commi ssi pwhatisgourplanR@r di sci pl e
have you neglected this?)

fiSearch me, O God, and know my heart; tthosghts. me and kn
See if there is any offensive way Psamme232hd | ead me i

SHARING MINISTRY

While the theme for the Meeting wa s Rewvival - T h e Day of G dildeeswerd® o we r
opportunities to bring blessings and needs to those present. Our brothers and sisters from
Bulgaria and Macedonia were able to share the life and witness of selected ministries and the

WECF Executive Committee brought an up-date of the work from our member countries. The
program also gave time for a reflection on the history of WECF and G o ¢ faithfulness to us all.

These sessions were a great encouragement and drew us closer together as we learned of the
struggles and gave thanks for the blessings of the many ministries that were shared.

Sharing by Macedonian Churches
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Ministry Seminar

Sharing from around the WECF World

THE NEED FOR REVIVAL

Rev. Neil Stewart, Chairman, EFCC, UK

Within Christian circles there is rightly much
interest in revival. It is thrilling to read
historic accounts of revivals in the 16th,
18th, 19th and 20th centuries. | would urge
all Christian to read these accounts: the
lives of men such as Jonathan Edwards,
George Whitefield, Howell Harris, Daniel
Rowlands, John and Charles Wesley,

William  Grimshaw, Asahel Nettleton,
Charles Spurgeon and Seth Joshua. These
accounts stir the soul to long for such times

again, leading us to exclaim, A Wo u t itdba 6

wonderful i f revival came

But | wonder whether we would be earnest
in such a desire? Do we see the need for
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revival? To see the need, we must first
understand what revival is, and is not. By
revival we do not mean something that can
be planned and organised. We cannot hold
0 r e vmeetiads!@Neither is revival simply a
prolonged intensive evangelistic campaign;
nor is it a time of heightened emotional
experience. Revival is a sovereign giving of
the Holy Spirit in a greater measure and
intensity, where the ordinary ongoing work
and experience of the Church is quickened,
empowered and taken to a greater level. It is
a period when God draws near to his
people. It is characterised by an
overwhelming sense of the holiness of God,
a great awareness and conviction of sin, a
serious seeking after Christ for salvation;
when God empowers the preaching of His
Word for the conviction and conversion of
many; where whole communities are deeply
affected.

Revival is something the people of God can
know again and again. The Psalmist writes,
iRestore us again, 0]
put away your displeasure toward us. Will
you be angry with us forever? Will you
prolong your anger through all generations?
Will you not revive us again, that your
peoplemay r ej oi dRsalm 85:4-§)0

These verses help us understand the need
for revival. They are the prayer of a
downcast, discouraged people and were
probably written after the first return from
exile. The people had known a period of
blessing. God had heard their prayers and
restored them to the land. After initial
encouragement, the opposition grew, the
enthusiasm waned and discouragement set
in. The Psalmist reme mber s God
blessings: God had restored, forgiven and
blessed them in the past.

Surely, we can see our contemporary
situation here. On a national scale the UK
has been singularly blessed in history by
Godds pr es e recaeursadety hap
been shaped by the power of the Gospel. All
of the major social, educational, health and
welfare provisions we enjoy today began life
as concerns raised by people who had been
touched by revivals and who desired to
show the practical love of Christ to their
society. And yet today, it is as if history has
been wiped clean. As a nation we have
forgotten the Lord who blessed us, and all
the evils of society bear terrible witness to a

Go
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nation now under G o @ @ispleasure - do we
not need a revival?

But revivals primarily affect the Church. It is
as the Church is revived that society is
affected. Does not the Church in our land
need reviving? The Church which once
knew the powerful outpouring of the Holy
Spirit, evidenced in the fearless preaching of
the Gospel which influenced society, is at
best, an irrelevance. The Church in general
has abandoned the Word of God. At one
extreme it has chased after academic
acceptance and in doing so, denied the
heart of the Gospel. At the other extreme,
whilst paying lip service to the authority of
the Scriptures, the Church has sought the
approval of the world in seeking to attract it
with entertainment or ffeel good psycho-
babbled which again, denies the heart of the
Gospel. For all its schemes and modern
thinking, the Church is not growing. The
Church has lost its power, because it has
lost its way. Do we not need a revival? Do
de rotuneed Saarecapiuter a, senaen af the
presence and power of God in our midst?
Do we not long to see the Lord at work?

But now we come to the greatest need for
revival - our own! Do we not join with William
Cowper who wrote? i

fAWVhere is the blessedness | knew, when first
| saw the Lord?

Where is that soul-refreshing view of Jesus
and His Word?06

Is it not true that for most of us there is a
spiritual barrenness? - a dryness of spirit; a
coldness of heart; a sense that at times we
are merely going through the motions? Is it
mopourgligf complaint that our love is weak
and faint? When was the last time we were
overwhelmed with a s ense 8 love
for us or our love for Him? When was the
last time we wept over our sin and really
hungered and thirsted for the living God?

| would not for one moment decry the
blessings that we, as Christians, do enjoy. |
would not deny for one moment that we can
know a sense of the presence of God every
time we open our Bibles, or come together
in prayer or worship. | rejoice that souls are
being saved. | am not saying that nothing is
happening or that we can do nothing until
revival comes. But do we not know a healthy
spiritual dissatisfaction? Having tasted that
the Lord is good, do we not long to know
more of Him? Is it not this holy desire that

7

Chr i



lies behind the Ps al mi st 6 bat Qod a y e tthoughts of eternity.

would restore us again? 1 that God would
revive us again?

In his prayer, the Psalmist expresses the
humbling truth that we cannot do it! We
need God to restore us. We need God to
revive us. We need God to turn us and we
shall be turned. We need God to visit us
afresh in power - nationally, corporately and
personally. Whilst we faithfully live and
labour, using all appropriate means to make
Christ known, let us not trust in ourselves;
let us not be satisfied with what we have.
Whilst not despising the day of small things,
let us earnestly pray for the Lord to turn
again to us and visit us.

When do we need revival?

We need revival when we do not love Him
as we once did.

We need revival when we would rather
watch TV than read the Bible and pray.

We need revival when we seldom think

We need revival when we make little effort
to witness to the lost sinner.

We need revival when our Christianity is
joyless and dry.

We need revival when our hearts are cold
and are eyes are dry.

We need revival when we are bored with
worship.

We need revival when believers can be at
odds with each other and not feel compelled
to pursue reconciliation.

We need revival when we know the truth in
our heads but are not practising it in our
lives.

We need revival when
fell owship of Godds

Let us pray, work, witness and pray again,
fRestore us again, O God our Saviour, and
put away your displeasure toward us . . . Will
you not revive us again, that your people
may rejoice in you?0(Psalm 85:4-6)

REVIVAL T THE DIVINE ELEMENT

Rev. Mike Plant, General Secretary, EFCC, UK

Let us start by aVhetiprag tt e e g u éGotdi opvly, eegdtion wherrle vi val ? 0
[ i ke Whatipat inwevisal ig there ahsitkGod

rephrased the title of my addr ess

d o e s n 0 tSurmely raviva i6 God at work from AT Z.

Let us look at what He does do:

1. God has sovereign control over everything that happens. He creates those circumstances that
prepare people for a spiritual response to the Gospel. One remarkable truth about revivals is the
way in which areas deeply hostile to the Gospel, such as Southern Ireland, French-speaking
Canada and Brazil, become places where the Church grows rapidly and the Gospel prospers.
Surely the link here is disillusion and spiritual lifelessness in relation to the Roman Catholic
Church. God brings about this disillusion in His providence, but still more is needed to actually

bring people in large numbers to faith in Christ.

peopl e.



2. God, by His sovereign control of all things, prepares Christians to be used in revival, and by
His Spirit stirs them up to pray down His blessing, to witness boldly, and to preach the Gospel
powerfully, with the Holy Spirit very evidently present. My mother has supported missions in
Rwanda for many years and reports that while there were well-known leaders, God would often
raise up a Spirit-filled preacher from one of the villages in the bush who would be powerfully
used. In Borneo, the Church went through a period of tremendous growth amongst groups of
isolated tribes in the jungle. It was recorded that when tribes-people returned from visits to other

tribes, they were not a s k elid: youthave an opportunity to talk to them about the Lord Jes us ? 0
b u Whafihappened whenyout ol d t hem about OnlyhGed btings sdch Boklresss ? 0

3. God, by His Spirit, brings people to spiritual rebirth and faith in the Lord Jesus who was
crucified for their sins and is now alive to intercede for them. Every time someone comes to faith,
including the child of Christian parents, brought up within the church, it is a miracle. We tend to
contrast the @bviousésinner (for example, a drunkard, wife beater, drug addict or thief) with the
child of Christian parents who expresses faith as a teenager. However the difference between
both of their unsaved and saved states is the same; both have passed from death to life and from
darkness to light. There is spiritual resurrection as it involves moving from the spiritual graveyard
to life. Ephesians 2:4 says, fBut God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which

He loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, madeus al i ve toget her

However, this is not to say that God does everything directly, Himself. The Bible teaches us that
He carries on much of His work invisibly by working through men and women. It is men and
women who pray f o rringtinlravivalipis men and womenuh@sbane the Gospel
with their neighbours; it is those who God calls who preach the Gospel publicly. A great deal of
responsibility is placed on us to pray for, seek for, and work in, revival. When Ray Ortlund divided
his book, Revival sent from God, into two sections, and titled the first, &hat Godc an do 0
second, 6 Wh at we , Geuwdd right, because we are not to be inactive; our activity is the
responset o, and t he c onsaetgity ehick aways tomes@Gmstd 6

So, having concluded that everything in revival is Go ¢ &vork, though He may work through men
and women, we go on to ask, fi Wat is different about the part that God plays in bringing about
and sustaining revival, when we compare it to living in these times? 0

COMPARI NG GODd6S NORMAL WORK AND GODO6S REVI VAL

What is God doing from year-to-year when revival is not taking place? In others words, i Wh a t
Godods n or manl maimand Britam, we are looking at more than a century with no
countrywide revival taking place. There have been great encouragements, such as the first Billy
Graham Harringay Crusade of 1954, during which many future Christian leaders were converted
and which deeply impacted the Church. However, no such movement has taken place that has
deeply impacted the nation for Christ. A prayer we may pray is from Psalm 119:126 7 il t i
forthe Lordtoact, f or your | aw Weare ndimgyng that theklerd is ot active
at all times. In the world around us He gives life to everything, although this is not acknowledged
by many. He continually sustains the life of His Church and is constantly at work within her. | will
list three things God does for His Church, but doubtless we could list many more. We know from
Revelation 1 (the vision of the risen and glorious Christ among the seven golden lampstands) that
the Lord Jesus is always present in heaven with particular concern and responsibility to care for
His Church. What then is God doing for us?

1. He adds to the Church: Acts 2:42i 47 pictures the glorious New Testament Church after
Pentecost. It was a growing Church because (2:47) fthe Lord added to their number day by day
those who wer eSalev antgi csrworkeadd. 8 evel find in John 3 that (v.3) funless
oneisbornagainhe cannot see t heank(v.5 fdessnonedsfborGal waber and
the Spirit, hecannot ent er t he NkademgdiolearningfthatQustds ohe does not
contr ol oneds o0 wnot dontrol thh new dirthei Gbad doss. He enables us to
understand, be attracted to, and finally to believe, the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. The
Church and its growth are ult i mat es workGad dal e s s Muildethelhousedthose who
build it | §Pbatmul27:1) and thisis dome through the Lord Jesus i A will build my
church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it. @Matthew 16:18)
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2. He stimulates the prayer life of the Church through His Spirit: We all realise that prayer is not
easy. We struggle to pray, sometimes not knowing what we should be praying for, and
sometimes not knowing how to pray as we know we ought. We can see an urgent, grievous
situation which demands our prayers but this makes us feel all the more helpless. Romans 8:26
says, flLikewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For, we do not know what to pray for as we
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And He who
searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to tThese ameinotleasy ferse§ to dnteifpret, but what is clear is that
either directly, as the Spirit takes up the burden of our prayers, or indirectly, by working in us so
that we cry out helplessly to God, the Spirit enables our weak praying to be made effective with
God. Richard Sibbes writ e sGpdcéinpicks ense out of a amman fawsegatdfulpr ayer 0
He can! J o hGod tBet Fathet undestands, prayers which are sighed rather than said,
because He searchesourhear t s, and can read our thoughts. 0

3. He strengthens and encourages those who are serving the Lord Jesus Christ: Timothy is a
Christian leader with whom we could sympathise because he not only faces discouragement and
false teaching but the possibility of physical suffering for the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul exhorts him
in 2 Timothy 1:8, dofhot be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but
share with me in suffering for the Go s p enlthee grounds that fiGod gave us a spirit not of fear but
of power and love and self-c o n t (1 dimothy 1:7) Paul talks about his ministry to the Gentiles in
Colossians 1:28-29 7 f{Christ) Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all
wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. For this | toil, struggling with all His
energy that He powe r f ul | y wo r KPaul, fori atl s gifts amde unique calling, is like us,
dependent on the energy, power and enabling of the Holy Spirit.

A Il esson we need to | ear n:lthds baen saiba thé modemnoChurch!l wor ki ng
that if the Holy Spirit were withdrawn, 99.9% of the activities of the church would continue as they

had before and no-one would notice the difference. That is nonsense in regard to any true,

Gospel-preaching, church. Without God at work in Christ and through the Spirit, we would give up

praying, give up working and no-one would ever be added to the Church.

What does God do when revival is taking place? Is revival something completely new or
something we normally experience in a more intense way or in greater volume? An obvious
guestion is whether anything different in nature is taking place, or whether what we are seeing is
a greater giving and outpouring of what is normally given? You will hear many remarkable tales
coming out of revivals which may indicate things that are not at all normal in our Christian
experience. For example, in the Lewis Revival, with which Duncan Campbell was associated,
there are clear examples of &econd sightdwhere people knew supernaturally what was going on
elsewhere and specifically, who was convicted of sin and ready to be led to faith in Christ. | am
sure we could list a great number of things that have taken place during revivals. What do we
make of these supernatural happenings and would revival necessarily bring these into our
experience?

We need to be extremely careful before we insist that these particular manifestations are vital and

that we cannot have revival without them. They have accompanied some revivals but other

revivals have taken place without them. They are nowhere listed in the Bible as being necessary

aspects of the revival of Godds wor k. What are they
signs of the pr esenc entheyfare@utatedl behaviprj pedple, wheb deeplyo f t e

moved, tend to display the behaviour of others who have been deeply moved. Occasionally, they

may be a devil-enabled counterfeit. The dangers are: firstly, that we cannot accept that something

is true revival without some activity and manifestatont hat t he Bi bl e gstemmdy,nét ¢ omma
that we cannot accept something is revival if there is an activity and manifestation that the Bible

d o e stall@us is a necessary part of revival. Both mistakes have taken place with godly men

either damaging a revival (that appears to be the case with Evan Roberts in the 1904 Welsh

Revival, when he would stop meetings because he, and he only, believed the Holy Spirit not to be

present) or rejecting a real revival, which some of the missionary leaders during the Rwandan

revival would admit was their danger. The danger of insisting on some specific manifestation is

that unsaved people easily confuse the outward with the inward, and by imitating the outward

signs, fool themselves that they have the inward reality.
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What, then, do we look for as the necessary signs of revival? Revival is God intensifying his
normal work amongst the churches so that those things that are going on normally (adding to the
Church, faithful prayer and committed, bold evangelism) are multiplied to such a degree that
G o d 8upernatural working becomes very evident. lain H. Mu r r ay imranyBiblisal revival
the norm is heightened; it is not suspended while another type of Christianity is introduced.0

1. Adding to the Church: On the Day of Pentecost, we see 3,000 people added to the Church.
This is clearly a sovereign work of God and depends on the power of the Holy Spirit. If it
depended on the personal qualities and faith of the speaker, then the Lord Jesus would not have
had a comparatively unrewarded ministry with few responding and following him. On a Monday in
1630,inKi r k O6Shott s, j-Hdisburghodad, JohnhlLiring&bdna repched; it was an
additional service following a communion season - communion was only celebrated once or twice
a year and there were several days of services. John Livingstone and others agonised in prayer
and in the early hours of Monday morning, he was given an assurance that the Lord would be
with him. When he preached, there was such an affect that 500 people ended up joining the local
churches. However, sometimes itisnot justinone pl ace and o rmsevorkinaddngt hat Godoé
to the Church is evident.

If revival comes, would we always know it was revival? Peter Ro bi ns on Paul Gooke.s , f
r e ma rltkissnot gemerally appreciated that from 1791 until well into the 1840s a very extensive
evangelical awakening took place in the British Isles which was distinct from the Evangelical
Revival of the 18" century and more effectively evangelised the nation than that earlier work of

God. Over the period of fifty years, spontaneous revivals of religion were breaking out all over

Britain in varying degrees of divine power, sometimes limited to certain towns or localities whilst

at other times sweeping the whole nation in wave after wave as times of refreshing came from the
presence of the Lord.6 0

2. Stimulating the Prayer Life of the Church: Almost invariably, it seems that before God pours

out His Spirit, He stimulates His people to unusual prayerfulness; that is quite clear at Pentecost.

As the apostles and others waited for the outpouring of the Spirit they did so by filevoting
the ms el ves tAxts hld)aandeirr Atts 2:1, Pentecost broke in on them as they were fi a | |
toget her i nThis was the dx@ererce of Jonathan Edwards in the Great Awakening
and he wrote, AWhen God is about to do a great work, He pours out a spirit of suppli c at ltisan . 0
wonderful truth that so often God, when planning great and glorious works in His eternal plan of
salvation, will actually incorporate us and our prayers into His plans. What brings about His
purposes is the praying that He stirs up amongst His own people. Before revival, there is
generally not much of a feel-good factor, but there is passionate prayer, stirred up by God,
because He chooses to act in response to fervent prayer.

3. Empowering Christians for service: If we were to say what revival does in the lives of

Christians, | think we would settle for saying that it gives them a genuinely deeper sense of

spiritual reality. In other words, wes ee t hi ngs, by orfltlis tshhatthaysreallyard.6 s W

Perhaps the Bible Story that best describes what happens would be that of Elisha when he is in

the city of Dothan and it is surrounded by the Syrian armies. His servant is terrified, but Elisha

prays, fO Lord, please open hi s eyes t (lkkings thl&) Andaof cosrse ethe dord

opens his eyes and, fbehold, the mountain was full of horsesandchar i ot s of fire al/|l roun
Vance Havner says, AiWhen a man makes an alliance with the Almighty, giants look like

gr as s h oangthat Snmiply means that he sees them in perspective, with the almighty power

of God. This empowering through faith and the work of the Spirit characterises the book of Acts.

In Acts 1: 8 Jesus promises, fiyou will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the

ear tThe.expressionAf i | | ed wiidused tolescritg gruitfuliandcourageous servants

of God such as Paul (Acts 9:17, 13:9), Stephen (Acts 6:5, 7:55) and Barnabas (Acts 11:24). On a

communal level, in Acts 4 the Church is under threat and prays to God, with the result, (Acts

4:31) fthey were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with
boldness.0Zechariahpr opheti cally anticipates tUn¢hatplayther gi ven t
Lord will protect the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the feeblest among them on that day shall

be like David, and the house of David shall be like God, like the angel of the Lord, going on

bef or e (Zedhaianl2o8)
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Conclusion: What is revival as we experience it? J. Edwin Orr says the best definition of revival is
ftimes of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.0l love that. The expression comes from Acts
3:191 21, fRepent, therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed
for you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which
God spoke by themouthof hi s holy prDpdepisci omg agme®d from Godod
promised in the land of Israel. It would be a land flowing with milk and honey reminiscent of Eden.
But of course the full restoration of Eden awaits the final destiny towards which the prophets
looked. But in the meantime, the Israelites could know such blessing, as we can know such
blessing; that Eden is seemingly restored, or as regards the New Testament Church, as the Spirit
is poured out, heaven comes down!

FELLOWSHIP

The blessings experienced at Hothorpe Hall, England, in 2007, continued for those who were
present at the Mid-Term Meeting in Velingrad, Bulgaria, during September. The warmth of the
fellowship and the joy of meeting friends from the four corners of the world will be a happy
memory for all who were blessed to attend.
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WHY REVIVAL TARRIES

Rev. Len Kingston, Australia

AA spiritualmaementefthé Holy Sqirisbringing about a revival of New Testament
Christianity in the Church of Christ and its related community ... It accomplishes the reviving of
the Church, the awakening of the masses and the movement of uninstructed people toward the
Christian faith; the revived church by many or few is moved to engage in evangelism, teaching
and soci alEdvncCrri on. 0O

Roy Hession, of World Evangelical Crusade fame noted that while the outward forms of revivals
do, of course, differ considerably, the inward and permanent content of them is always the same:
1. A new experience of conviction of sin among the saints;
2. A new vision of the Cross, of Jesus and of redemption;
3. A new wi | | i ngparefar brokennessyraperdance, confession, and restitution;
4. A joyful experience of the power of the blood of Jesus to cleanse fully from sin and
restore and heal all that sin has lost and broken;
5. A new entering into the fullness of the Holy Spirit and of His power to do His own work
through His people;
6. And a new gathering in of the lost ones to Jesus.

So why does revival tarry? Why are we not seeing these things take place amongst us?

Leonard Ravenhis droblesnttedayeis not cén®nurdsén, nor yet Romanism, nor

liberalism, nor modernism. Go d 6 s p r e #eddefundamentalism!loHe went on to

historical periods of spiritual power there was a common ingredient present that is not present in
the lukewarm church. It was intensity. 0

| see a little clearer now that unless we begin to see a spiritual intensity returning to the people of
God within our churches, unless lukewarmness becomes as deplorable to the people of God
within our fellowships as it is to Jesus, revival, if and when it comes, may well bypass us.

James Burns, the Anglican, writing in his book, Revivals, Their Laws and Leaders, in 1909, says
something in the same vein. He st at es: AEvery revival, when

its spiritual decay, its worldliness, and the

This spiritual decay seems to move along two distinct lines. The first tendency is for the doctrine
of the Church to lose its power of convicting the conscience, convincing the mind or moving the
heart. Heg o e s o0 n Indeadsra ynspirifual times preachers continue to use the old words
once so full of convincing and converting power, but now devitalised, partly because the age has
drifted from them, partly because to those who use them, they have become the mere jargon of
the pulpit. They mumble out their shibboleths, but they fail to strike home to the conscience or to

say,

gain response from the heart, for they themselves
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The second tendency in the history of spiritual decay within the Church, states Burns, fi i s
worship to become formal: for the priesthood to exalt the ritual until the Spirit is crushed, and to
represent religion, not as the response of the soul to God, but as a rigid performance of outward
observances and ceremonies. 0

| think the well-known Methodist Preacher, Dr. Ralph Sockman, said it well when he stated,
fRevival is not going down the street with a great big drum; revival is going back to Calvary with a
great big sob. o

Another reason some say revival tarries is because we have learned to live without it. There is
the thought that we have grown so accustomed and conditioned to living within a passive state
rather than a passionate one that we have become satisfied and content with the lesser. We live
from meeting to meeting and our entire Christian experience orbits around this. We need to peak
through the keyhole of the impossible and see beyond our current conditioned rationale into a
different world; a revived one - one where Church is everyday and the lost are added to it
perpetually.

| quote Burns again. He a slktlsere, then, today, a disposition to pray for a revival? Are devout
men everywhere becoming alarmed, not for the success of the Church, but for the glory of Christ,
lest it be lost altogether?0

| ask you, as | ask myself, the following questions, and pray that the Lord will focus our hearts

and minds on fia new vision of the Cross, of
1. Do you believe that God will move again in a manner seen in past revivals around the

world?

What would such &aérevival 6élook Iike

What would you be looking for to authenticate it?

Could revival take place in the church where you serve?

I f your an&wtehenmnswhhatesmi ght be stopping i

What do you think hinders revival?

THE FRUIT AND RESULTS OF REVIVAL

o~ wN

Rev. David Saunders, WECF Member-at-Large, UK
Introduction and Insights: What takes place in revival?

eRevival is the work of God i men can pray, evangelise, be concerned with the needs of the
world, but it is God Himself who must act or the church will remain un-revived.

eRevival produces extraordinary results for the Church, pastor and people at large.

eRevival is God revitalising His Church, stirring the hearts of the people and displaying His
sovereign grace. Through revival, great glory is ascribed to God Himself as men experience
God in a fresh and new way.
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eThe heart cry and theme text is 2 Chronicles 7:14.
eFinney, writing on Habbakuk 3:2, argues that an awakening becomes essential when
worldliness, dissensions and a lack of concern for the lost are characteristic of the Church.
B u r Rrinsiples of Spiritual Awakenings states that every revival has a uniqueness of its own.
eThe great hallmark of revival is the reality and sense of immediacy of the presence of God so
that two fundamental truths always emerge:
AThe Word of God takes a central place in revival
AThe covenant relationship between God and the people is explicitly known

So what does revival produce?
1. BIBLICAL EXAMPLES

Several Old Testament revivals make the above truths perfectly clear. When the Word of God
was read, sin was revealed and lIsrael turned back to God, re-establishing the covenant
relationship. Revival begins as God reveals His essential character and attributes. As the people

sense these truths they then realise that they must respond to t he Spiritids

commitment, repentance, prayer, worship and service.

prompt |

|l srael

JONAH

God will use unusual people and unusual methods and then call the unlikeliest of characters so

that His grace canr eac h al | peoplef Godasé d¥ikabkt pnd B Radueceda

the unlikeliestof resultsi it he peopl e of Ni fJemata3tb-8b el i eved God. o
JUDGES

Always the same circumstances of idolatry and bondage, thenfit he ¢ hi | d criedhunto f

t he LAnptlder Key revival element emerges i prayer, repentance and confession of sin.
(Judges 10:10,15-16)

SAMUEL

Religious life is at a low ebb: i t i s dilfid theeb ogd or y(1 Samel 4@21.Meed God
calls Samuel; he preaches for twenty years then the people get serious with God i pray and
repent. God responds with revival (1 Samuel 7:3-8).

ASA

(2 Chronicles 15) Asa comes to the throne and institutes an active campaign against idolatry and
commands the nation to observe the Law of God. Ten years later, the attack from Ethiopia makes
him cry out to the Lord. God intervenes. Azariah, the prophet, gives amazing testimony from the
Word. It climaxes in a national response to enter into a i ¢ o v e n a nktthe L.ayd witheadt their
heartd (2 Chronicles 15:12-14) i suddenly made aware that revival is possible in a time of
prosperity and demands that drastic measures must be taken against evil.

HEZEKIAH

(2 Chronicles 28-30). il t was i n my heart to madXxGhromclex28:¥0p nant wi tt

The Temple is re-opened, sin is dealt with, worship begins, thank offerings pour in. Revival based
on the Word of God (Deuteronomy), increased attendance at public worship, all financial needs
were met and the principle of the Covenant and redemption through the Blood was re-instituted.
JOSIAH

(2 Chronicles 34-35) Josiahfibegan t o s e( Khronitles 34t3pHilldah discovers the
Book of the Law. Josiah reads it and makes a covenant with the Lord, responds to the Word of
God and brings back the celebration of the Passover.

The distinctive features behind all these:
1. The place of the Word of God in revival
2. The place of worship and commitment
3. The place of, and emphasis upon, redemption in revival.

2. HISTORICAL EXAMPLES

History is only a record of how people behave and how God must constantly move in their lives.
Two major features emerge as the fruit of this encounter with God.
AA wonderful group of converts brought into the church
AA remarkable group of individuals (believers) powerfully and beautifully brought into
a new, vital and blessed relationship with God.
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e Shantung (North East China) 1927

e Lennox Awakening (Massachusetts) 1799

¢ Jonathan Goforth (China) 1906-1908

» Florentine Revival with Savronola 1481

e The Great Awakening 1720 -1760 with Jonathan Edwards, George Whitfield, Wesley brothers

e The Second Great Awakening 1830-1860-s ome woul d argue it began in | at
in the industrial cities of Yorkshire and spread throughout Britain and Europe; open air
preaching, camp meetings, circuit riders, prayer concerts

e Charles Spurgeon in London; Charles Finney in USA; Evan Hopkins, William Booth

e Welsh Revival 1904-1906 with its emphasis on singing and testimony

o Hebrides with Duncan Campbell 1948-1954

Revi val brings power and purity to the Church. Godos
Me n dhearts are changed and holiness becomes a prime objective of life. Christians are

burdened for the souls of unbelievers, missionary endeavour is birthed, social concern for the

welfare of others is expressed and a new love for each other is shown.

3. PERSONAL EXPERIENCE

e Rochford building 1740

e Work in Manipur commences 1908
® Baros (Hebrides) 1954

e Encounter in Scarborough 1955

CLOSING DINNER AND CONCERT

The Closing Dinner was a great time for fellowship as people shared the many blessings of the
Mid-Term Meeting around the meal table. The Concert presented by the Choir from the First
Evangelical Congregational Church, Sofia, directed by Rev. Blagovest Nikolov, was greatly
enjoyed by all.
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MINISTRY IN BULGARIAN CHURCHES

Several visitors were privileged to preach in Bulgarian Churches on the Sunday following the
Mid-Term Meeting, and as a result, relationships between WECF members and our Bulgarian
brethren continue to be strengthened.

Pictured here: WECF Vice-President, Pastor Alan Best (Australia) with Pastor Radoslav Kiryakov
and the congregation at Bourgas, on the Black Sea coast.

MACEDONIA

Following the Mid-Term Meeting in Bulgaria, several overseas visitors travelled on to Skopje, in
Macedonia, where they were able to visit the churches there. The highlight of the too-short visit
was the dedication of the land for the Nevi Gi | i & Ch onrSeptembelSlb.ut k a

The Union of the Evangelical Congregational Churches in Skopje, Macedonia writes:

A huge thank you for your generous gift and open heart for the ECC, Evangelical Congregational
Church of O6Nevi Gi |®o,effortsSnhthe tdrdeare frivflass.& d oni a .

You are a special part of the great blessings which will be poured out by God on this land!

Our prayer is that the future church building will be a huge lighthouse and a dNew Songd(Nevi
Gili) for Christds un espeagialyShatld, the biggest Qymsy settlemenyiro n e
Europe.

We strongly believe that our merciful Heavenly Father will open the hearts of other brothers and
sisters from our Congregational Church family around the world, making possible the finalization
of this projectit o buil d the church building for the ECC,

Once more and 100 times i THANK YOU! May God abundantly and richly bless you in all your

needs. I n Christian | ove, Greetings and Bl essings

Drachevo Church
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