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“GREAT EXPECTATIONS”

The book of Ecclesiastes 1:9 tells us that “there is nothing
new under the sun.” This may mean that we often repeat
the errors of the past instead of learning from them.
Consider the Children of Israel who, in their wilderness
wanderings, went around and around in circles and
appeared to be content with this aimless wandering. They
started out as pilgrims but ended up as wanderers in the
wilderness. The late Dr. A. W. Tozer called their condition
“the dictatorship of the routine.” Furthermore, he preached
that the deadly enemy of the church today is this same

Rev. A. Barry Jones
WECF President

danger, “the dictatorship of the routine.”

Our churches have their organizations
and programs and these all function so
regularly that most of us can predict
what will happen at next Sunday's or
next month's services. A. W. Tozer
adds, “This seems to be the most deadly
threat in our churches today.” When we
come to the place where everything can
be predicted and nobody expects
anything unusual from God, we are in a
RUT.

This leads to what he describes as “the
psychology of non-expectation,” which
actually amounts to chronic unbelief. If
we do not expect God to do anything,
inevitably He does nothing.

As | look to the next gathering of our
WECF family, September 10 - 13, 2008,

in Velingrad, Bulgaria, | am praying that
God will so manifest Himself through His
Word and His Holy Spirit that we will be
lifted out of the tyranny of the routine
and be set free from minds and hearts
held in the grip of non-expectation.

In Isaiah 43:19, God promises, “l will do
a new thing.” Now, nothing is new to
God, but it is something new to us. Join
me in praying that He will so work
amongst us and in such a way that we
can look forward to a conference where
He will indeed do something wonderfully
new.

(For further reading see "RUT, ROT OR
REVIVAL" by A.W.Tozer)

Rev. A. Barry Jones



ASSEMBLY MEETINGS - BULGARIA

Dear friends,
Greetings in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ! Here are some photographs from our UECC

Annual Meeting held on the 18™ and 19" of April. Thank you for your interest and prayers for the
Lord's work in Bulgaria!

Many blessings,

Rev. Danail Ignatov
Chairman of UECC, Bulgaria




69" ANNUAL CONSERVATIVE
CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN
CONFERENCE (CCCC), USA

FAMILY CONFERENCE

Connected in Christ
“In Him...Joined Together”

Ephesians 2:21-22

Buffalo-Niagara, New York
July 21-24, 2008

Please be in prayer for this conference, for the speakers
and all who will attend:

Rev Dr. Stephen Gammon (CCCC Conference Minister;
WECF Secretary/Treasurer)
Evening Worship Hour, Monday, July 21

Rev. Dr. Mark Dever
Morning Bible Hour, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, July 22-24
Rev. Dr. John Kimball
Rev Dr. Evening Worship Hour, Tuesday, July 22

Stephen )

Gammon Rev. Dr. Ron Hamilton
Evening Worship Hour, Wednesday July 23

Rev. . . .
Nichec\)llas Rev. Nicholas Granitsas (CCCC President)
Granitsas Evening Communion Service, Thursday July 23

Dr. T David Gordon
Men’s Luncheon

Jill Marie Kelly
Ladies’ Luncheon

JUST SOME OF THE 46 SEMINAR TOPICS ON OFFER INCLUDE:

«Church Discipline: a Call to War or Peace? «Christian Hospitality: Infusing New Avenues of
Fellowship «A Biblical View of God-ordained Government «Congregational History and
Congregational Distinctives «What You Should Know about Islam «AIDS/HIV Ministry «Church

Multiplication «Praying Through Change «Times of Transition «Does Our Worship Face the Music?

«Prayer Life in the Local Church «Mentoring Youth «Praying for this Generation «Evangelism in the
Local Church «Heritage of the Evangelical and Reformed Church «Church-based Training...All to

Maturity




MACEDONIA

Dear Friends!

With joy and thankfulness in our hearts we want to inform you that the purchasing of the land for the
future church building of ECC Nevi Gili is DONE! All administrative work has been finalized, and the
church members have been able to pray, give thanks, celebrate, worship and dedicate the land to the
Lord Jesus Christ.

BIG THANKS to the brothers and sisters from 4Cs USA,
BIG THANKS to brothers Barry and Steve, for their support, generous hearts and care;
BIG THANKS to all of you for your intercessory prayers!

MAY OUR MERCIFUL GOD ABUNDANTLY BLESS YOU IN ALL YOUR NEEDS!
Soon we will send you a financial report of all costs. We send our love to you, your families, and to your

church families. Waiting on you in September to celebrate and dedicate the land with you, greetings and
blessings from Macedonia!

Julijana Velevska

Dear Friends,

All of us in the WECF Family have
the opportunity to contribute to the
construction of the Nevi Gili
Church building. Please forward
your generous donations to Rev.
Dr. Stephen Gammon, USA,
(WECF Treasurer), at CCCC
USA, 8941 Highway 5, Lake EImo,
MN 55042, USA.  (K.C., Editor)




HE LIVES!

In the early 1930’s, Rev. Alfred Ackley was called to preach at an evangelistic crusade.
Among the attendees was a sincere young Jewish student. Rev. Ackley was approached by
this student following one of the services.

The preacher tried to persuade the young man to give his heart to Christ. The student asked,
“Why should | worship a dead Jew?” Rev. Ackley responded, “He Lives! | tell you, He is not
dead, but lives here and now! Jesus Christ is more alive today than ever before. | can prove
it by my own experience, as well as the testimony of countless thousands.”

The young man was convinced, and he gave his heart to Christ.

Rev. Ackley was moved and re-read the resurrection accounts in the Bible. This inspired him
to write the words that later became the hymn, “He Lives!” The words of the chorus to this
special song are:

He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me

Along life’s narrow way.

He lives, He lives, salvation to impart!

You ask me how | know He lives?

He lives within my heart.

John A. Huffman, Jr. writes, “Our faith is not placed in a good man who died a martyr’s death
on a cross; it is in a risen Lord who walks with us now as an intimate friend.” It is a risen and
living Jesus as Savior who proves the promise of resurrection and eternal life in heaven for
those who will believe with all their heart.

May you know the reality of the resurrection in your heart. You need but believe in the risen
and living Lord Jesus Christ.

See John 20:1-31; 1 Corinthians 15:1-20.

Rev. Gary Evans, Pastor of Highland Congregational Church, Highland, Michigan.
Used with kind permission from FORESEE, newsletter of the Conservative
Congregational Christian Conference (CCCC), USA, May-June 2008, Vol. 40 No. 3.

OUR CONGREGATIONAL WORLD

Let the WECF family know what your country is doing
by forwarding articles and photographs to:

Kerrian.Cartledge@education.nsw.gov.au

Deadline T Friday, 26 September, 2008



mailto:Kerrian.Cartledge@education.nsw.gov.au

PRAYER ITEMS FROM THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES & CARING COMMUNITY INC. PHILIPPINES

The ministry continues to make headway. Souls are being saved and are nurtured in the LORD in the
churches of NACC in the various regions of the country. New believers are being baptized, with
commitments to follow Christ and to be living witnesses of His love and salvation.

On the island province of Leyte where the massive landslide
buried the town of Ginsaugon in 2006, the Gospel withess
continues to spread. The Congregational Church in Talisay is
growing and the members reach out to the community.

Pastor Symphony John Castillo baptizes new believers on a
stormy day in a rough sea in Leyte. He is assisted by Pastor
Nelson.

New believers of the Agape Bible Christian Church were
baptized at the fishing village in Iba, Zambales. Members of
this church located in Quezon City joined the baptismal
excursion. They took off for a special bonding with their families
at the beach after the baptism service.

Please pray for the churches’ ministry to their members.
Especially for the pastors as they carry out the NACC program
of “building them up in their faith and in their witness to
unsaved members of their families and their neighborhood.”

Nannie Castillo baptizes new believers in San Agustin beach,
Zambales. This is an outreach of the Bulawen Congregational
Church. Pastor Pablo and Pastor Luis assist him.

Graduation in the Caring Learning Center at the resettlement
village in 2006. The Kindergarten school has been closed
temporarily because the children are not able to pay the
monthly tuition. We do not have the resources to pay a
commensurate salary to the teachers. We are in earnest to re-
open the school next year (June 2009). Please pray that we will
have the funds and the right teacher who will take this as a
service to the LORD. So many children in this resettlement
village need to be educated. Their families are mostly jobless.
They were relocated here by the local government when they
were dislocated by the eruption of Mt. Pinatubo on June 15,
1991.

Kindly provided by Mrs. Awit Castillo,
NACC Philippines
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DR. MARTYN LLOYD-JONES

PHYSICIAN OF SOULS

In January 1927, the London newspapers were abuzz with a dramatic
human interest story. A promising young physician had announced that he
was leaving the practice of medicine to preach in a mission chapel in a
working class neighbourhood in South Wales. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, a
brilliant twenty-seven year old Welshman, was assistant to Sir Thomas
Horder, physician to the British royal family. Through his medical practice,
Dr. Lloyd-Jones had increasingly come to the conviction that many of the
physical problems he was seeing in his patients had a spiritual origin. He
could deal with the symptoms, but the underlying worry and tension that
had caused them could only be resolved by the power of Christian
conversion. For two years he struggled with a growing sense of call to
Christian ministry, and finally agreed to become pastor of the Bethlehem

The church to which Lloyd-Jones came was in a
very poor area, near the Port Talbot docks and
several steel mills. It had been known for its
social activities — a sports club, a drama group,
a temperance group. Lloyd-Jones scrapped all
of these upon his arrival and made it known that
his ministry would center upon the preaching of
the Gospel. His preaching, and weekly meetings
to discuss theological questions and practical
issues of Christian living, resulted in a steady
stream of conversions.

In 1937, Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, a famous
preacher and pastor of Westminster Chapel, a
prominent Congregational Church in London,
heard Lloyd-Jones preach in Philadelphia when
both men were visiting America. Morgan invited
Lloyd-Jones to become his assistant. Lloyd-
Jones began serving at Westminster Chapel in
1939, and became the sole pastor when Morgan
retired in 1943. He continued an influential
ministry there until his retirement in 1968, with a
congregation averaging 1,500 on Sunday
mornings and 2,000 on Sunday nights.

He was well-known for his expository style of
preaching, going verse by verse through books
of the Bible. His congregation stayed with him as
he preached series of sermons that took years.
He preached 372 sermons on Romans over the
course of twelve years. In retirement, he edited
his sermons for publication. His best known
works were his Studies in the Sermon on the
Mount, his thirteen volume commentary on
Romans, and his eight volume commentary on

Forward Movement Mission Church in Sandfields district of Aberavon.

Ephesians. He helped to spark a revival of
interest in the Puritans, through the yearly
Puritan Conferences at Westminster Chapel.

A pivotal moment in his ministry was in 1929
when he bought a used set of the works of
Jonathan Edwards for five shillings. He wrote, “I
devoured these volumes and literally just read
and read them. It is certainly true that they
helped me more than anything else.” His reading
of the Puritans led him to emphasize the Holy
Spirit's reviving work as the source of renewal
and health in the church. He was a major
influence on the creation of the Banner of Truth
Trust, the leading publisher of the Puritans
today. He was deeply involved in ministry to
students and the encouragement of fellow
pastors. He had great influence on the Inter-
Varsity Fellowship of Students, serving many
years as chairman of its advisory committee on
doctrine and policy, as well as speaking at its
conferences. A student who later became head
of IVF said that he taught students to “value and
love doctrine” by making it powerful and alive.
He ministered to ministers through the
Westminster Ministers’ Fraternal, an informal
discussion group he chaired for forty years.

Though he ceased to practice medicine, he was
affectionately known as “the Doctor” for the rest
of his life. He departed this life in 1981.
Medicine’s loss was great gain for the church of
Jesus Christ when Dr. Lloyd-Jones decided to
make the well-being of the soul his professional
focus.

Rev. Alwyn York, CCCC USA Historian

Used with kind permission from FORESEE, newsletter of the Conservative Congregational
Christian Conference (CCCC), USA, May-June 2008, Vol. 40 No. 3.



BULGARIA AND MACEDONIA

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I would like to share with you that our Bulgarian church choir visited Skopje, Macedonia. We were guests
of the church of Pastor Vase Azmanov. We had a very special time of worship and sharing with one
another; had the opportunity to sing and preach to our Macedonian brothers and sisters and we
encouraged each other and felt the love of our God upon us all.

Accept our greetings and blessings!

Rev. Danail Ignatov
Chairman of UECC - Bulgaria




the

in
VELINGRAD, BULGARIA
10 to 13 September, 2008

THEME i AREVIVALO |

Congregational Church Meeting place for the WECF

Velingrad, Bulgaria Regional Meeting
September, 2008

THERE ARE SO MANY WONDERFUL THINGS TO SEE AND EXPERIENCE IN BULGARIA
DON’T MISS THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE A PART OF THE WECF FAMILY

IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO REGISTER FOR THE WECF MID-TERM MEETING .....

electronic EXPRESSION OF INTEREST form has been attached to this edition of
GREGATIONAL WORLD

tend — please complete the form and email to Alan Best at

2008, so hotel bookings can be finalised




CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES
“DOWNUNDER?”

Recent events in the life of the Fellowship of Congregational
Churches in Australia have included its seventh annual
Preaching Seminar on the evening of Tuesday, 24 June.

Jonathan Dykes from the Sydney Missionary and Bible College
School of Preaching addressed the topic, “Evangelistic
Preaching” and his teaching was clear, practical, encouraging
and very well received.

From Monday 7 to Friday 11 July, 64 campers and 20 leaders gathered at the FCC’s Lionel B. Fletcher
Memorial Christian Training Centre, at Hazelbrook in the Blue Mountains, West of Sydney, for the annual
FCC Junior Camp for children in school years 4 to 7. This camp (and camps for teenagers) began as a
ministry of the Congregational Christian Endeavour Association many years before the FCC was formed
in 1977, after which it continued as the FCC Junior Camp, maintaining an uninterrupted history and
tradition. As it was from the very beginning, its purpose is to clearly present the Gospel to young people
and provide an opportunity for them to respond. One significant change from earlier years is the large
number of campers from non-Christian homes, making this ministry even more vital.

On the Thursday morning, the campers were thrilled by the visit of Andrew ‘Fishtail’ Fisher, driver of the
‘Jesus’ Racing V8 Ute in the Yokohama V8 Ute Racing Series.

Andrew spoke to the campers about courage in family life, car racing and following Jesus. He is well-
known for his Christian witness in a tough sport, so he is able to speak to young people about courage —
“courage to drive a V8 Ute around a race track, courage to step out in faith and the courage needed to
follow Jesus . . . Plus, because I'm sponsored by Bible Society’s ‘Jesus all about life’ campaign, | also get
asked a lot about that . . . With a great big ‘Jesus’ on each side of the car — it’s pretty hard to miss.” At the
end of the 2007 V8 Ute round, Andrew won the ‘Rookie of the Year’ award, which he says as a 40-year-
old, is “a bit strange, but then | needed to show the younger drivers that an old bloke like me could still
beat them on the track.” (Quotes taken from Bible Society NSW Press Release)




B ameslae=el Jane Saunders, who attends Engadine Congregational Church, in
L EELGE  Sydney’s South, with her husband, David, and family, has released her
latest CD, “In His Hands.” Described as “Quite irresistible” by Glenn A.
Baker, “Honey voiced; Classy and Convincing” by Jeff Apter (Rolling
Stone Magazine) and “One of the truly great country singers” by Bruce
Elder (Sydney Morning Herald), it is available at
www.janesaunders.com.au

Looking ahead, Jane will be singing at the FCC Assembly Celebration
Meeting on Friday 26 September.

The Guest Speaker on that occasion will be Hon. John Anderson who
represented the seat of Gwydir in North-Western New South Wales in the
Australian Parliament from 1989 to 2007 and led the National Party and
served as Deputy Prime Minister from 1999 to 2005. He is a committed
Christian who came to faith during his high school years and has maintained
an unwavering witness throughout his public life.

Pastor Alan Best
FCC General Secretary
WECF Vice-President

Our Congregational World is a publication of the World Evangelical Congregational Fellowship: www.wecf-cong.org
Its purpose is to provide articles to challenge and encourage both our corporate and individual Christian witness, share
news and keep member countries informed of WECF happenings.

The views expressed in Our Congregational World are those of the contributors and are not necessarily those of the
Editor or the Executive Committee of the WECF.

All rights are reserved to edit any article submitted for publication.

Please forward articles, news items or prayer requests for the next issue of Qur Congregational World to the
Editor, Kerrian Cartledge, by Friday 26 September, 2008.

Kerrian.Cartledge @education.nsw.gov.au

If email access is unavailable, please forward to:

Kerrian Cartledge
23/78 Hotham Road
Gymea NSW 227
AUSTRALIA
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WECF Triennial Meeting
2010
Start praying and planning now.

BRAZIL
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