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"IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF BARNABAS" 
 
Barnabas, who travelled on some of Paul's missionary journeys, is known as "the son of 
encouragement." He is not known for his preaching, but for being a person who blessed 
others by his presence and his gift of "encouragement." As the officers of WECF are at times 
able to travel and visit members, their constant goal is to so reveal the love and grace of our 
Lord that we bless and encourage those we visit. 
 
Elsewhere in this issue of Our Congregational World you will read of our visit to the islands 
of Guam and Pohnpei. After that time of ministry, I journeyed on to the island of Chuuk in 

Micronesia. There, together with our WECF Secretary and Treasurer, Rev. Dr. Steve Gammon, we were 
able to heal a broken relationship with one of the churches. By this means we brought God's grace and 
encouragement to a body of hurting believers. 
 
From Chuuk, I travelled to the Polynesian island of Samoa. There, I not only preached in the main church of 
the believers, in Apia, but I also spent several days encouraging their church leaders by sharing details of 
our world-wide WECF family. I also visited the campus of their Theological College and met with some of 
their teachers. This lovely facility is situated next to the plantation home of the famous author, Robert Louis 
Stevenson, and at the foot of the mountain where he is buried. I am pleased to announce that as a result of 
my visit and a previous visit made by our Vice-President, Alan Best, the Congregational Churches of Jesus 
in Samoa have applied to join the WECF and have been granted provisional membership until Brazil 2010, 
when the full body of our membership will welcome them into the family. 
 
I started my journey home from Samoa by way of New Zealand. Because of airline scheduling, I had two 
days in Auckland. I took the opportunity to meet with our people from the Congregational Union of New 
Zealand. I am grateful for the arrangements made by Rev. Ian Hooker and Mr. Jim Chamley for this 
stopover. The Te Atatu Congregational Church held a wonderful dinner, after which I was able to address 
them and those who had come from several other churches. They wanted to know what God is doing 
through our world-wide fellowship. As I recounted to them some of the exciting things happening in many of 
our member nations, they were "encouraged," because they often feel very isolated in their Southern 
Hemisphere location. 
 
January and February have been very busy. Even so, my five weeks' schedule has been a profitable time of 
seeking to be a "Barnabas ï a Son of Encouragement" to God's people in the Central and Southern Pacific 
region.
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JANUARY, 2009 
 

Guam 
 
Rev. A. Barry Jones (WECF President and 
4Cs, USA), Pastor Alan Best (WECF Vice-
President and General Secretary, FCC, 
Australia), Rev. Max Vague (4Cs, USA) and 
Kerrian Cartledge (Australia) travelled to 
Guam for a Christian Leadersô Conference 
held for the Pohnpein churches on the 
island. In the preliminary planning for the 
conferences on Guam and Pohnpei, Barry 
and Max worked with the leadership on 
Pohnpei and it was decided that the theme 
would be óthe whole armour of Godô based 
on Ephesians 6. 
 
Introducing and concluding the conference, 
Barry spoke on the óbelt of truthô and óthe 
sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of 
God.ô Alan spoke on the óbreastplate of 
righteousnessô and the óshield of faith,ô and 
Max brought messages on having our ófeet 
fitted with the readiness that comes from the 
Gospel of peaceô and the óhelmet of 
salvation.ô  
 

 
Max preaching at the conference at the   

óSouthô Church 
 

 
Alan preaching at the conference at the 

óSouthô Church 
 

 
Participants at the Saturday conference 

 

 
Sunday School at the óNorthô Church 

 
Barry, Max and Alan were privileged to 
preach at different churches on Sunday 11 
January, bringing greetings from the WECF 
and their own churches. Kerrian ministered 
to the Sunday School children at the óNorthô 
Pohnpein Church. This enthusiastic group of 
more than 50 young people is led by loyal 
teachers who are committed to working with 
them week-by-week to guide them in the 
truth of the Gospel. 
 
The Pohnpein churches on Guam are 
vibrant and a testimony to Godôs provision 
and goodness to His people. The óSouthô 
Church, led by Senior Pastor, Rev. Jerry 
Jim, was welcomed into Associate 
Membership of the WECF during the 8

th
 

Triennial Meeting at Hothorpe Hall in 2007. 
 
It was also a delight to have Revs. Kohne 
Ramon and Johnny Isaacs from the 
Pohnpein church on Saipan attend the 
conference. This church was also welcomed 
into Associate Membership of the WECF at 
Hothorpe Hall. 
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Pohnpei 
 

 
Pohnpei ï a beautiful island 

 
The team travelled together to Pohnpei, one 
of the four member states of the Federated 
States of Micronesia, where they repeated 
óthe whole armour of Godô conference. This 
was conducted twice, in two churches 
situated on different parts of the island. This 
arrangement gave participants an 
opportunity to attend the closest venue to 
their home. 
 

 
Barry preaching at the first conference  

on Pohnpei 
 
The theme song for all the conferences was 
the Stuart Townend hymn, ñIn Christ Alone.ò 
To help focus the hearts and minds of the 
participants on worship, Max also sang each 
evening and this ministry was greatly 
appreciated by all. 
 

 
Max singing at Sokhes Pah Church, 

Pohnpei, Sunday, 18 January 

 
Barry preaching at Sokhes Pah Church, 

Pohnpei, Sunday, 18 January 
 
There were other ministry opportunities on 
Pohnpei. The team attended church 
together where Barry preached and Max 
sang. Barry conducted a Bible Study for a 
group led by a German missionary, Petra 
Scheerle, who has lived on the island for 15 
years. While her ójobô is running a church 
pre-school, she is able to share the truth of 
the Good News of Jesus with other local 
children and their families as well. Ways she 
is able to do this include Bible Studies, 
networking with the studentsô families, 
teachers at the school and her neighbours, 
and a weekly Bible Club for children ranging 
in age from toddlers to teenagers.  
 
Alan and Kerrian were able to lead the Bible 
Club twice and remembered many of the 
children from previous visits. They enjoyed 
spending time with them - playing games, 
singing, sharing Bible stories and learning 
memory verses. Kerrian had the opportunity 
to provide in-service training for teachers 
from Petraôs school and two Elementary 
(Primary) Schools. The format involved a 
hands-on workshop that presented 
strategies to meet the educational needs of 
their students. 
 

 
Children are an important part of church life 

on Pohnpei 
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Rev. Radoslav Atanasov Kiryakov 

 

 

An evening meeting for pastors and church 
leaders was arranged and Barryôs message 
encouraged them to faithfully serve their 
local churches. This preceded the 
conferences and set the scene for a 
wonderful week of meetings. 
 
The members of the team have forged many 
friendships during the years they have been 
visiting Pohnpei (Barry, at least 25 years). 

The truth of the Gospel message continues 
to change lives and furthers the wonderful 
story of the Pohnpein Church, a story that 
began when the first Protestant 
missionaries, Rev. Albert and Mrs Susan 
Sturges (from the USA), Dr. Luther Gulick 
and Mrs Louisa Gulick (from the USA) and 
Mr. Berita Kaaikaula and Mrs Debora 
Kaaikaula (from Hawaii), landed there in 
September, 1852. 

 
 

TESTIMONY 

 
Rev. Radoslav Atanasov Kiryakov, Bourgas, Bulgaria 

 

 
I grew up in an atheistic family and lived in 
different cities until, at the age of three, my 
family returned from Prague to Bulgaria. My 
parents divorced when I was seven years 
old. My father was a strong communist and 
former military Colonel. My mother was, and 
still is, a University Professor who teaches 
the Bulgarian language to both Bulgarians 
and foreign students. 
 
As a child, my dream was to become a sea 
captain, travel around the world and have 
many dollars in my pocket. That is why, in 
1986, I went to Bourgas, a city on the Black 
Sea coast, to study in the Marine School. 
During the third year of Marine School, I 
started to ask if there was a God. I did not 
realize that the Holy Spirit had started to 
work in my heart. At the same time, I 
developed a love of organ music, so I 
bought for myself old records of Handel and 
Bach to play in my home. 
 
In my heart two desires were born. First, to 
find someone who was able to tell me about 
Jesus and the Christian faith; at that time in 
my Iife, I had still not seen a Bible. The 
second desire was to hear organ music live. 
These two desires led me to look for a 

church. As we are an Orthodox country, I 
went to an Orthodox church in Bourgas. I 
learned that they do not allow musical 
instruments in their church. They teach that 
God has created the perfect instrument ï 
the human voice. I could not find a person in 
the Orthodox Church to tell me about Jesus. 
When the priest finished the liturgy, he 
disappeared and an old woman told me 
about the icons, but nothing about Jesus. 
My heart was still empty. 
 
That is why later I went to the Catholic 
Cathedral with the same two desires, to see 
what was happening there. There was only 
one very old harmonium and no musician, 
so I could not listen to live organ music. I 
met the catholic priest. He was a very kind 
and educated person who had been to the 
Vatican, but he only spoke about the history 
of the Catholic Church ï nothing about 
Jesus or the Bible. 
 
Now it was time for me to go on my third 
training ship and I asked the priest to give 
me some Christian literature to read while I 
was on the ship; I still hadnôt seen a Bible. 
He apologized to me that he had no Bibles 
as the communists had taken them all and 
he only had one for himself. He gave me 
one book with Christian thoughts from a 
Catholic writer ï it was a book by Hosse-
Maria Escriba De Baluger. 
 
I still wanted to see and read a Bible but I 
didnôt have one. At the end of the training 
trip we reached the Shetland Islands and 
were there only one day. It was a Sunday 
and we went to the shops. For the first time 
in my life I saw families in their cars going to 
church. We didn't know where they were 
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Rev. Dr. Stephen A. Gammon, 
CCCC Conference Minister 
WECF Secretary/Treasurer 

 

going. In communist times, we never saw 
this picture in Bulgaria. At the end of the day 
we returned to the ship and some of our 
colleagues shared that they had met some 
missionaries from a seamanôs mission. They 
shared the Gospel and gave them pocket-
sized Bulgarian Bibles. I was very 
disappointed, as I still had no Bible.  
 
On every ship we had a political captain 
from the Bulgarian Communist Secret 
Service, so no Bibles ever came back to 
Bulgaria because all Bibles on board were 
confiscated. I had a desire to read the Bible 
but I came home to Bulgaria with dollars and 
no Bible. 
 
Every night, we would go to a discotheque, 
but one night my friends disappeared. I 
didnôt want to be alone. Thatôs why I decided 
to go to a new discotheque so I wouldnôt be 
alone ï but I never arrived. On the way, I 
passed an Evangelical Church that I never 
knew existed and I heard organ music from 
the street. I stopped and after a moment of 
thinking about what to do, I gave up the idea 
of going to the discotheque and I went into 
the church to see what it was like. I was very 
satisfied for the first time in my life. I heard 
live organ music and heard the Gospel from 
the pulpit and my heart was full for the first 
time ever. I started to go to this church 
regularly. A month later, the Holy Spirit 
opened my heart and I received Jesus into 
my life. 
 
It amazes me to remember that I could not 
find Jesus by myself but He found me. A 

year later, I met my wife in the same church 
and graduated from the Marine School. God 
called me to serve Him and not be a sea 
captain. Now I am a spiritual captain on a 
spiritual ship called ñHis Church.ò 
 

 
 
A few years later, my mother was converted 
and is a member of the First Evangelical 
Congregational Church in Sofia; she is a 
Christian poet. I am still praying for my 
father. 
 

 
Radoslav, his wife Boyka 

and their daughter, Stephanie 
 
Only to the Lord be the whole glory forever 
and ever! 
 

 
 

THE SPIRITUAL HEALTH OF THE BODY 
 

How is a personôs health measured? There are many 
ways, including heartbeat, strength, appetite, breathing, 
sleeping, and reproductive health. Havenôt we all been to a 
doctor for a complete exam? When we go weôre poked, 
prodded, tested and asked lots of questions to gain a 
picture of our overall health. We may then be urged to 
change our practices in some ways to increase health and 
strength.  
 
So also in the Body of Christ! The Lord calls us to aim 
toward spiritual health! Letôs review six characteristics of 
spiritual health for every Christian and church. As we do 
this, letôs ask God to show us what He sees, so we may 
repent as needed, change our ways, and increase our 
strength! 
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First, our heartbeat: Is Passion for Godôs Son your heartbeat? Three times in John 21, Jesus 
asked Simon Peter, ñDo you love me?ò This IS the critical question, isnôt it? Is Jesus your first 
thought in the morning and last thought at night? Is He the One whose life is in you? Is He the 
primary focus in your church? 
 
Second, our strength: Is Power from God on High your life strength? Jesus promised and gave 
to the Church the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8; 2:2; 4:33). Apart from Him we can do 
nothing, but with His power we are able! Are you depending on, and operating in, the Spiritôs 
power? 
 
Third, our appetite: Is a Penchant for Godôs Word your appetite? In declaring his profound love of 
Godôs Word, the Psalmist declared how sweet it tastes to his soul (Psalm119:103)! Is there in 
your heart and congregation a penchant (a liking, desire, inclination toward, hunger) for Godôs 
Word, to read, study, learn and live it? 
 
Fourth, our breathing: Is a Practice of Godôs Presence your lifeôs breath? Jesus lived a lifestyle 
of prayer (Luke 5:16) and He taught His disciples to also pray (Luke 11:1ï10). The early disciples 
were devoted to prayer (Acts 2:42; Col.4:2). This measure of spiritual health in Christians is so 
vital for practicing Congregational Polity under the Headship of Christ! How is your breathing? Are 
you praying? 
 
Fifth, our sleeping: Is Peace in Godôs Faithfulness your rest? God would have us trust Him no 
matter what comes! In Matthew 8:23ï27 we see Jesus in peaceful sleep in a storm. He invites us 
to come to Him for rest (Matthew 11:28). Are you casting your cares upon Him (1 Peter 5:7) and 
finding rest? 
 
Sixth, our reproducing: Is the Purpose of being Godôs Witness your aim? Healthy Christians and 
churches reproduce (Matthew 28:18ï20; Acts 1:8; Ephesians 3:20ï21)! We are commissioned by 
Christ to make disciples for Him! This means bearing personal witness, growing disciples through 
the Church, and planting new churches ï all to be growing more disciples for Jesus. Are you 
longing for more children of God? 
 
I pray that the CCCC [and all WECF fellowships. Ed.] will become spiritually healthier in all of 
these ways! 
 

Article used with kind permission from Foresee 
The magazine of the Conservative Congregational Christian Conference ï USA ï February 2009 

ï Volume 41, No. 2 
 
 

FROM IRELAND 

 
CHURCH REPORT ï CREGAGH ï REV. WESLEY ELLIS 

 
In this report we think about our role in 
Mission. 
 
Over the past number of years our church 
has fostered a friendship with the New Life 
Church in Murska Sobata, Slovenia, a 
country with the fewest Christians of any in 
Europe ï less than one thousand. On 
occasions, the pastor and his wife and 
others have visited us and enjoyed 
friendship and fellowship at our church. Two 
students from the New Life Church have 
studied at Belfast Bible College. Each year 

we have sought to support and encourage 
the church, and once again in August a 
team travelled to Slovenia. They were able 
to do some practical work and to participate 
in the services of the church, but mainly to 
visit, encourage and pray for the believers in 
this beautiful but needy country. Back home 
we meet to share news of the church and 
pray. 
 
Looking ahead, we plan to have a small 
party travel to Burkina Faso in West Africa, 
to visit the Nash family, a church-planting 
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missionary family we have been supporting 
for many years. The visit will be organised 
by Mission Africa and we believe our team 
will be involved in a variety of things such as 
helping with the showing of the Jesus Film in 
village evangelism, home schooling the 
children of the family (giving Mum a break), 
speaking in churches, schools and Kidsô 
Clubs ï just ówhatever is required.ô Before 
they go, we hope our own church will rise to 
support them, prayerfully and financially, 
and participate in the venture by imaginative 
projects to fund-raise for useful projects for 
the furtherance of the Gospel in the area.  
 
We also support the Dudgeon Family in their 
work in Asia Link, as they focus on 
supporting Christians in really difficult areas. 
Through them, we receive a glimpse of life 
for our brothers and sisters in the 
persecuted Church. The Missionary Action 
Group coordinates prayer support by 
sending email messages promptly to a 
prayer circle with information and prayer 
requests. 
 
As a church, we have always been keen 
supporters of Tear Fund as it provides 

practical support for the very needy, and 
Samaritanôs Purse ï providing shoeboxes of 
gifts for children. Church organisations 
support a variety of child sponsorships and 
small missions such as Mission to Mexico. 
 
On the home front, Linzie Stewart is a Staff 
Evangelist with Night Light on the streets of 
Belfast. Other members are active as 
volunteers on the Night Light teams, with the 
Gideons, Evangelical Ministries, Precept 
Ministries and Book Aid. Some of our folks 
have a keen interest in CEF. In the summer, 
Johnny and Helen Hay were leaders in a 
camp in Scotland with young folk from the 
West of Ireland (Sligo to Castlederg) while 
Bob Stanex (currently on placement as 
Youth Pastor at Woodside Baptist Church in 
Croydon) was leader at a Camp in Kilkeel 
and an outreach in Carryduff. Over thirty 
adults are leaders in the childrenôs and 
youth work of our Church ï mainly in Girlsô 
Brigade and Boysô Brigade. 
 
We thank God for the many opportunities we 
have to serve the Lord, His Mission and 
Kingdom, both at home and abroad. 

 
Article from The Congregationalist 

The quarterly magazine of the Congregational Union of Ireland ï Winter 2008 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Congregational World is a publication of the World Evangelical Congregational Fellowship: Its purpose is to 

provide articles to challenge and encourage both our corporate and individual Christian witness, share news and keep 
member countries informed of WECF happenings. www.wecf-cong.org 
 
The views expressed in Our Congregational World are those of the contributors and are not necessarily those of the 
Editor or the Executive Committee of the WECF. 
 
All rights are reserved to edit any article submitted for publication. 
 
Please forward articles, news items or prayer requests for the next issue of Our Congregational World to the 
Editor, Kerrian Cartledge, by Friday 27 March, 2009. 

 
Kerrian.Cartledge@det.nsw.edu.au    
If email access is unavailable, please forward to: 
 
Kerrian Cartledge 
23/78 Hotham Road 
Gymea NSW 227 
AUSTRALIA 

 

 

file:///F:\Issue%234\www.wecf-cong.org
mailto:Kerrian.Cartledge@det.nsw.edu.au
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BRAZIL BRAZIL BRAZIL BRAZIL  
 

WECF 9th Triennial Meeting  
Mid -2010 

Watch for details  coming soon  
 


