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CHRISTMAS: "THEY'VE TAKEN
AWAY MY LORD"

(John: 20:13)

Rev. A. Barry Jones
WECF President

All over our Congregational world, preparations are underway for the annual celebration of Christmas. Churches
are planning how they will celebrate, children in Sunday Schools are learning their parts for programs or
pageants, decorations abound, adding light and colour to dark nights, and Christmas songs and carols can be
heard on radio and television as well as in shops. But, in spite of all the preparations, the over-riding result is that
we have already lost the meaning and true wonder of the event we call Christmas.

THE PROMISE FULFILLED
For centuries God's people in Israel had heard, through their prophets, of a coming Messianic Age and of a
coming Prince who would personally fulfill these promises.
But when Jesus came to earth by way of Bethlehem, it was at first somewhat anti-climactic, not quite "the
fullness of time" spoken of in Galatians 4:14 but rather,

"To a place where God is homeless,

And all men are at home" (G. K. Chesterton)
However, as Christ's earthly ministry gave witness, His mighty deeds pointed beyond themselves. The blind did
see, the lame walked, lepers were cleansed, the deaf heard, and wonder of wonders, the dead were raised to
life. All these gave witness that the promise was fulfilled, the Messianic Age had indeed come (Luke 11:20 and
Matthew 13:16-17).

THE PRINCE FROM HEAVEN HAS COME

The Angel appeared to Joseph with his sublime announcement, "they shall call His name IMMANUEL, which is
translated "GOD WITH US" (Matthew 1:23). What a comforting word is that four letter word "with!" You perhaps
have to go to the hospital or to a funeral; you are filled with fear, but then a loved one or a friend says, "I'll go
WITH vy oWhatda difference that makes! Now, since Christmas, the almighty sovereign God is WITH US.
John's Gospel opens with this glorious announcement, "The Word became flesh and dwelt WITH us" (John
1:14). Later, the Lord Jesus promised "I am WITH you always." (Matthew 28:20).

When Jesus was born in the stable at Bethlehem, when He worked in the carpenter's shop in Nazareth, when
He walked the crowded, dusty roads and streets, when He submitted to baptism by the hand of John the Baptist
in Jordan, He was identifying Himself with us and sharing something of the struggles and miseries of men and
women. When He suffered under Pontius Pilate, when He was crucified, dead and buried, He was not only
saying, "l am WITH you in the midst of all your life experiences", but He was also saying "I suffered this FOR
Y O U The prophet Isaiah said it so clearly in Isaiah 53:

"Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows....

He was wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our

iniquities, the chastisement for our peace was upon Him.

And by His stripes we are healed".
In these wonderful words we see just how completely He is WITH US.
Have a truly blessed Christmas - but with all the preparations, never forget that the essence of Christianity is
found only in the Person of Jesus Christ, our God Incarnate, Crucified, Risen and Coming Again.



BOOK REVIEW

AMOTHER EXPERIENCES THE PRONISES OF GOD IN THE MIDST OF THE STORM

UNDER THE RAINBOW
A MOTHER EXPERIENCES THE PROMISES OF GOD IN THE MIDST OF THE STORM

Catherine Campbell has written an amazing, revealing and tender account of her family and the life-changing
experiences they shared over a period of almost twenty years. She and her husband, Philip, currently the
Congregational Minister at Coleraine, Northern Ireland, were blessed with three children, Cheryl, Paul and Joy.
This book tells the story of the joys and struggles that Catherine, Philip and Paul shared as they dealt with the
microcephaly with which both daughters were born.

(Athe condition meant her brain had stop
would depend on how much functioning braihnwas oper ating nor mal |
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While Catherine writes with uncompromising honesty about her deep pain, anxiety and questions, the
overwhelming message of this book is that God is always loving and faithful. You will smile, laugh and cry as you
share the anguish of the diagnosis of Cheryl s and Jo
highs and lows of family life, including several life-threatening episodes. These are written with the medical
understanding of a former nurse who could care for her daughters at home and the unmistakable love of a
mother.

Describing their deaths at ages ten (Cheryl) and thirteen (Joy), Catherine writes:

AThe next few days wer e a nohitargible peace.dtfhasialways anmsazed rseahdw e s s
emotions that are poles apart can co-exist in the same person. Just as Ireland can experience four seasons in

one day; so | experienced anger, sadness, peace and even happiness during the days leading up to the funeral.

As people, |literally from all over the world, prayed f
fi S aidyes, but also triumphant as the large congregation listened to Philip bravely pay his own remarkable

tribute to his little girl, as his last act of fatherly love. Paul sat beside me squeezing my hand, as he watched his

dad with pride. o (p. 134)

This book is extremely well written and in one sense easy to read i in fact, you may do as | did and read it in one
sitting. However, be prepared to share a tear i as the book cover states:

iMore than an autobiography, the book takes a glimpse
turning pain into gain. It will make you laugh, and it may make you cry, but ultimately it will reveal to you a God
who al ways keeps His promises. 0

Highly recommended and a book to share with family and friends. Published by Ambassador International,
Belfast Northern Ireland, Greenville South Carolina, © 2008.

Kerrian Cartledge (Editor)
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