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WECF PRESIDENT 
ATTENDS MEMBER 

CONFERENCES 
 

CANADA 
 
The Congregational Christian Churches of Canada met for their National 
Conference on July 8th - 11th, 2009, in their western province of British Columbia. 
The beautiful campus of Trinity Western University was the site of the 
conference. Some 200 delegates gathered to celebrate their 2009 theme, "ONE 
FAITH, ONE CHURCH, ONE MISSION," with Philippians 1:27 as their Biblical 
text. Trinity Western University is a Christian University in the lovely rural setting 
of Langley, which historically was the site of an old-time Hudson Bay Company 
centre, and from which this western Pacific province developed. 

 
Enthusiastic musical praise worship 
preceded interesting and 
encouraging speakers. Rev. David 
Schrader, their National Pastor, led 
the Conference with his opening 
message based on Philippians 1:27. 
Two other guest speakers from the 
USA gave messages that called the 
delegates to faithfulness in serving 
their congregations and in 
defending the faith in a climate of 
increasing apostasy and atheism. 
Helpful workshops were presented 

on topics such as "How to Overcome the Challenges of Small Church Growth 
and Effectiveness," "World and Local Missions" and "How to Defend Your Faith." 
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WECF President, Rev. Barry Jones, was privileged to bring greetings to the 
conference on behalf of our Fellowship. In addition, several e-mail greetings were 
received from other WECF member nations. 
 

                  UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
The 61st Annual Conference of the Conservative Congregational Christian 
Conference, USA, was held on July 20th - 23rd, 2009, in Waterloo, Iowa. This 
year's theme was 'CO-OPERATING TOGETHER FOR CHRIST' which was part 
three of a four-year focus on ñHonoring Jesus Christ Together.ò The site of the 
Conference was the Ramada Hotel and Convention Centre where some 350 
delegates and participants gathered to hear the Word of God and to be 
encouraged by reports on the many aspects of the CCCCôs national and world-
wide ministries. As the adults met in their sessions, separate programs were held 
for teenagers and younger children. 
 
The morning Bible Hour was led by Rev. Stuart Briscoe who opened the book of 
Ephesians for us. The evening messages were brought by Conference Minister, 
Rev. Dr. Steve Gammon, and then on two evenings, by Rev. David Swanson of 
the Evangelical Covenant Church. Dr. Swanson's messages were based on his 
research on what is happening in churches across the nation and what the 
consequences might be for many of them in the future. 
 
Two highlights of the Conference were the reception of thirteen new member 
churches who had voted to join the CCCC in the last year and the thrilling report 
of eleven new churches which have been planted under the auspices of our 
Church Multiplication Ministry. 
 
Rev. Dr. Steve Gammon, who serves as a 
Reserve Chaplain for the US Navy, announced 
that was being recalled for eight monthsô active 
duty and would be spending that time in Kuwait 
ministering to US military personnel entering or 
leaving Iraq and Afghanistan. During his leave of 
absence, Dr. Ron Hamilton will assume the 
duties of Conference Minister. 
 
Rev. Barry Jones, WECF President, brought 
greetings on behalf of our Fellowship and 
numerous greetings were also read from WECF 
member nations.  
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A FAITHFUL MAN, A TWELVE YEAR OLD BOY 
AND  

WALLPAPER. 

(The beginnings of the church in Korea) 
 
Not far from where we live, there is a 
dry cleaning store owned by a young 
Christian Korean couple. Last week I 
asked her, "Do you know who the 
first missionary to Korea was?" Her 
face lit up and she said "Oh yes! It 
was Thomas." She was not referring 
to Thomas the disciple but to a man 
who gave his life so that the Koreans 
might know about the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
His full name was Robert Thomas, 
the son of a Welsh Congregational 
pastor. He was a skilful linguist and 
had a great future ahead of him. But 
his burning desire was to serve 
Christ, so in 1863, Robert Thomas 
left his homeland with his new wife to 
serve with the London Missionary 
Society in China. Sadly, they had 
been in that land only three months 
when they lost their first child. Soon 
afterwards, his wife also died. Like 
so many other missionaries of that 
day, Thomas was not to be 
discouraged. He immersed himself in 
the task of learning the language. 
 
One day, he traveled to Chefoo 
where he met some Koreans. Being 
the linguist that he was, he was 
struck by the similarities between 
their language and the Chinese he 
was learning. Very soon he found he 
was able to communicate 
stumblingly with the Koreans. It was 
then that the Lord impressed upon 
him the call to take the gospel to the 
Koreans. The capital city, 
Pyongyang, was only a short 
distance across the Yellow Sea. 

However, Korea had been a closed 
and dangerous land to all foreigners 
except the Chinese for more than 
600 years. Even so, Thomas asked 
the LMS to allow him to take on this 
responsibility. Several Catholic 
missionaries had tried some time 
before but had been massacred, so 
the Society would not agree to let 
him go. However, so strong was the 
call that Thomas decided, if need be, 
he would have to go alone.  
 
In 1865, he sailed in a Chinese junk 
to some islands off the Korean coast. 
There he stayed for three months 
checking out the feasibility of his plan 
and also refining his knowledge of 
the language. At last he felt he was 
ready, so he returned to China to 
collect all the Bibles and tracts he 
could carry and then boarded an 
American trading schooner which 
was headed to Pyongyang. 
 
Because of dangerous rapids and 
sandbanks, the journey from the sea 
up the river to the capital was difficult 
to negotiate and the ship made slow 
progress. Thomas took this 
opportunity to throw ashore bundles 
of Bibles, tracts and pages of 
Scripture. Koreans on shore grabbed 
what they could and quickly 
disappeared. They knew if the 
authorities caught them they would 
have been put to death. 
 
Almost at their destination, the 
governor and some of his officials 
visited the captain on board his ship, 
but foolishly the captain seized their 
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official papers, dumped his visitors in 
the ship's boat and rowed them up 
river. Two of the hostages jumped 
overboard and were drowned. 
Furiously, the Koreans turned on the 
schooner for vengeance. For two 
weeks there was gunfire from both 
the shore and the boat and many 
were killed. 
 
At last, the captain gave up all hope 
of landing and tried to retreat back 
down the river, but the schooner ran 
aground on one of the sandbanks. 
Seizing their opportunity, the 
Koreans gathered a number of small 
boats, tied them together, packed 
them with pine brushwood and set 
them alight. The small burning fleet 
then drifted down river towards the 
schooner. The wooden hull of the 
ship caught fire, and to escape, 
everyone aboard had to wade 
ashore, many of them shooting as 
they went. The Koreans waited for 
them and killed them one by one, 
with knives, clubs and rifles.    
 
Thomas had not gone ashore 
shooting but had filled his arms with 
bundles of Bibles and tracts. 
Struggling out of the water, he held 
them out to the people he so longed 
to serve, but they clubbed him to 
death on the banks of the river.  
 
He was twenty-six years old. 
 
But this is not the end of the story, 
because a twelve year old boy 
seized three of the Bibles and ran 

off. Others too, picked up what they 
could. The boy, it is said, gave some 
of the pages of the Bibles to a soldier 
who wallpapered his home with 
them. Although the officials tried to 
gather-up as much of Thomas' 
materials as possible, they missed 
some, and the people who found 
them, read them in secret. 
 
Twenty years later, when 
missionaries were finally allowed to 
enter the land, they found small 
groups of Christians in the towns 
along the riverside where Thomas 
had thrown his packages. The twelve 
year old boy had become a Christian 
and some had also believed after 
reading the wallpaper in the soldier's 
home. In fact, there was even a 
small church growing in Pyongyang 
itself. 
 
The death of our Congregational 
forefather, Robert Thomas, might 
seem the waste of a precious life, yet 
his faithfulness to the call of God was 
the seed of what has become one of 
the fastest growing churches in the 
world today: the Christian church of 
South Korea. 
 
In the light of Thomas' sacrifice, may 
we continue to pray for all of Korea. 
For what God has done in South 
Korea He can do in North Korea. 
 
 

Written and kindly submitted by
 Christine A. Jones, July, 2009 
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WECF 9t h  Triennial Meeting  

7- 11 June  2010 

Rio de Janeiro , BRAZIL 

THEME: 

We Bow in Worship  

We Stand in Witness  
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ACCOMMODATION AND FACILITIES 
 
We have been advised that the anticipated cost per person (twin 
share) for accommodation and all meals, at the Plaza 
Copacabana, near Copacabana Beach, will be $US490.  
 
Advice regarding the Meetingôs Registration Fee will be provided 
as soon as possible.  The Expression of Interest is attached.  
 
This four-star hotel has excellent facilities, including swimming 
pool, sauna, gym room, laundry, parking, computers and internet. 
All rooms have their own bathrooms, air-conditioning, safety-box, 
telephone and 24 hour room service. Major credit cards are 
accepted ï Visa, Mastercard, Diners and American Express.  
 
All daytime meetings will be conducted in the hotelôs Convention 
Room and two of the evening meetings will be conducted in one 
of Rioôs Congregational Churches.  
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PANAGIYURISHTE ï BULGARIA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Danail Ignatov, Chairman, Union of Evangelical Congregational Churches 
(UECC), Bulgaria, and the UECC Secretary, Vera Kostadinova, write to tell of the 
renovations on the church building at Panagiyurishte. This has been, and 
continues to be, a very expensive exercise. The UECC has already invested 
13,500EUR and needs a further 10,000EUR to complete the work. Their funds 
are limited and they would appreciate our support at this time. 
 
For those who are able to encourage and support our Bulgarian brethren in this 
venture please contact the Editor so that all arrangements for funds transfer can 
be forwarded to you. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The old church building at 
Panagiyurishte before the 
rebuilding was commenced. 

Can you help provide the 
10,000EUR necessary to 

complete this work? 


